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Introduction to Lincoln County
Lincoln County is one of five United States counties located in Georgia, Kentucky,
Missouri, North Carolina, and Tennessee that are named for General Benjamin Lincoln, an
officer of the Continental Army during the American Revolution. (Interestingly, Christopher
Columbus Clark [1766-1841] was born in Lincoln County, North Carolina, but moved to Lincoln
County, Kentucky in 1788. In 1801, he moved to the new Missouri Territory as its first
permanent white settler. In 1818, the area where Clark lived was partitioned into a new county
and, as the new county’s earliest resident, he was honored with naming rights, choosing
“Lincoln County” in honor of where he was born in North Carolina and where he had lived in
Kentucky.) Another sixteen Lincoln counties are located in Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas,
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, South
Dakota, Washington, West Virginia, and Wisconsin, each named in honor of President Abraham
Lincoln. Finally, Lincoln County, Maine is named for Lincolnshire, England.
The name “Lincoln” derives from “Lindum Colonia,” the Latin name from the settlement
that is now the City of Lincoln in Lincolnshire, England. It was founded as a Roman legionary
fortress during the reign of Emperor Nero (58–68 CE). As surnames developed in England after
the Norman invasion in 1066, as the government introduced personal taxation, the Lincoln
surname is now termed as a “geographical or habitational” name associated with the City of
Lincoln and/or Lincolnshire.
The first occupants of the area that is now Lincoln County, North Carolina were the
Catawba Indians, who lived along the Catawba and Wateree Rivers in North and South Carolina,
and the Cherokee Indians, whose territory extended from the west bank of the Catawba River
westward into Tennessee and southwestward into Georgia and Alabama. The Catawba were
friendly to the settlers, but wars, combined with disease, were too much for the Catawba to
survive. By 1728, their population was down to around 1400. Small pox epidemics in 17381739 and again in 1759 brought that number down to approximately 500. By the time of the
French and Indian War (1754-1763) the Catawba people wanted no involvement with colonial
affairs. Of the five thousand Catawba estimated to have been living in the Carolinas in the early
1600s, fewer than three hundred remained in 1784, all of whom where living along the North
Carolina border in South Carolina. Today, the Catawba are a federally recognized tribe of about
3,400 members, known as the Catawba Indian Nation, mostly living near the city of Rock Hill,
South Carolina.
In 1730, Cherokee leaders visited London and pledged friendship to the English. They
agreed to return runaway slaves and to trade exclusively with the British. At the start of the
French and Indian War in 1754, the Cherokee joined the British and the colonists in fighting the
French. But, when some Cherokee were killed by settlers in Virginia, the Cherokee began
attacking white settlements along the Yadkin and Catawba Rivers. They were defeated by
colonial militia forces and made peace in December 1761, retreating into the more mountainous
areas of western North Carolina, west of the line established by King George III to demarcate
the western edge of settlement. This “proclamation line” through western North Carolina was
meant to separate the Native Americans and the colonists.
In the summer of 1776, Cherokee village councils discussed going to war against the
American colonists. The Cherokee decided to fight for the British, knowing that the
consequences were enormous. However, the Cherokee felt they are fighting to protect the very
existence of their society, so they ignored the overwhelming odds against them. However, in
July-November 1776, General Griffith Rutherford, with 2,400 men, invaded Cherokee country
and destroyed 32 towns and villages. This expedition broke the power of the Cherokee and
forced them to sue for peace.
The first white settlers in the future Lincoln County are thought to be Adam Sherrill
(c1697-c1774) of Scotch-Irish ancestry who migrated from Pennsylvania in 1747 and John
Beatty (c1701-c1774) from Dumfries, Scotland, one of whose land grants is dated 17 July 1749.
Both settled on the west bank of the Catawba River at points where shoals made for excellent
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fords. Others soon followed, including a large number of German-speaking settlers, many
whose ancestors, and even some of them, were from Germany. These white settlers of the
future Lincoln County generally migrated from Pennsylvania and Virginia, traveling southwest
along the “Great Wagon Road” from Philadelphia into North Carolina from Roanoke, Virginia,
through Salem, Salisbury, and Charlotte southward to Augusta, Georgia. White immigrants
ultimately covered the whole of the county, with the Germans settling in central and western
areas as the Scotch-Irish settled in the eastern areas.
The continued westward movement of settlers in Georgia, North Carolina, and Alabama
brought whites into conflict with the Cherokee, especially those on whose land gold was
discovered in Georgia in 1828. White settlers were often “squatting” on lands that treaties had
guaranteed to the Cherokee. Yet, instead of enforcing the treaties, the U.S. government, with
President Andrew Jackson leading the way, decided in 1830 to relocate the southeastern
Indians, including the Muscogee Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Seminole, and Cherokee tribes.
In 1838-1839, the U.S. Government forced the emigration of the Cherokee after U.S. military
and various state militias rounded-up some 15,000 Cherokee from their homes in Alabama,
Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee into concentration camps in Georgia and Alabama.
These Cherokee were then marched 800 miles west to the Indian Territory (present-day
Arkansas and Oklahoma) along the “Trail of Tears.” The migrants faced hunger, disease, and
exhaustion on the forced march and over 4,000 Cherokee died.
There were some exceptions to removal. Cherokee who lived on private, individually
owned lands (rather than communally tribal lands) were not subject to removal. In North
Carolina, about 400 Cherokee lived on the Qualla Boundary land along the Oconaluftee River in
the Great Smoky Mountains, owned by a white man named William Holland Thomas (who had
been adopted by the Cherokee as a boy), and, thus, were not subject to removal. These were
joined by a smaller bands of about 150 along the Nantahala River, a group living in Snowbird,
and another group living along the Chetola River. These North Carolina Cherokee, along with
those who simply hid from the soldiers during the removal, became the “Eastern Band of the
Cherokee Nation,” numbering originally about 1,000.
During the Civil War, the eastern Cherokee supported the Confederacy and, in 1866, in
recognition of Cherokee ownership of their land, as well as their efforts to aid the Confederacy,
North Carolina acknowledged the legal right of the Cherokee people to reside in the state. Two
years later, the U.S. Congress recognized the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians as a separate
entity from their brethren in Oklahoma. In 1924 the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians and the
federal government agreed to put Cherokee-owned lands into a tribal trust. As a result, North
Carolina state law did not apply to Cherokee lands within the Qualla Boundary.
After 1750, as more and more settlers moved in the western wilderness of North
Carolina, the creation and reformation of counties occurred regularly. Prior to 1763, the area
that is now Lincoln County was part of the large undefined western wilderness portion of Anson
County. That year Mecklenburg County was formed from Anson and then, in 1768, the western
portion of Mecklenburg was partitioned off as Tryon County.
In 1772, the North Carolina/South Carolina border west of the Catawba River was
surveyed. Prior surveys showed much of the territory in north-central and north-western South
Carolina as being part of North Carolina. The South Carolina counties of Marlboro, Chesterfield,
Lancaster, York, Chester, Union, Spartanburg, Cherokee, and portions of Greenville, Laurens,
and Newberry were involved. Much of Tryon County became part of South Carolina after the
1772 survey.
In 1777, Burke County, north of Tryon County, was formed from the western part of
Rowan County. Finally, Lincoln County was initially formed in 1779 when Tryon County was
divided into two new counties, Lincoln and Rutherford.
In 1782, and again in 1784, the area of Lincoln County was expanded when it gained
portions of eastern Burke County. Thus, Lincoln became a large county (about 1800 square
miles) and remained so until 1841 when a western slice was taken to help form Cleveland
County. In 1842, Catawba County was formed from Lincoln. Finally, in 1846, most of the
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southern part of Lincoln County was partitioned to form Gaston County, while a portion of
Catawba County was ceded back to Lincoln to form today’s Lincoln County.
The county today is divided into five townships, each about 10 miles north/south by 6
miles east/west, named as shown below. The only incorporated municipality in the county is
Lincolnton, the county seat, though Westport and Lowesville are unincorporated censusdesignated places.
Tryon County 1768-1779: William Tryon (1729-1788), an officer in the regular army of Great
Britain, landed at Cape Fear on 10 October 1763, with a commission as Royal LieutenantGovernor of the Province. His administration as Royal Governor of North Carolina lasted from
the death of the previous Royal Governor Dobbs on 28 March 1765 until 30 June 1771, when
Tryon was appointed Royal Governor of New York and left North Carolina for his new post.
During the Revolutionary War, he was a Major-General in command of American
Loyalists. Shortly after relinquishing the government of New York on 22 March 1780, he sailed
for England, where he rose to the rank of Lieutenant-General.
While Tryon was Governor of North Carolina, in 1768, the Colonial Assembly acted upon
the requests by Mecklenburg County citizens who complained about having to travel long
distances to the county court as a result of the county’s immense size. The decision was made
to divide Mecklenburg County into two separate counties: Mecklenburg and Tryon.
The legislative act establishing Tryon County did not take effect until 10 April 1769 and
the first county courthouse was located on land in today’s Gaston County. In August 1775, four
months after the Battle of Lexington, Massachusetts, forty-nine Tryon County citizens signed the
“Tryon Resolves,” proclaiming their defiance of the British government and resolution to follow
the orders of the Continental Congress. The following month the county officially began forming
militia companies for Patriot service.
Lincoln County 1779 Through 1800: In 1779, since William Tryon was universally despised in
the North Carolina because of his efforts to suppress colonial independence, the General
Assembly voted to do away with Tryon County, dividing the land into Lincoln and Rutherford
Counties. Lincoln County was named for Major General Benjamin Lincoln of the Continental
Army, while Rutherford was named for North Carolina militia leader Griffith Rutherford.
Benjamin Lincoln (1733-1810) was born in Massachusetts. In his early life, Lincoln
worked on the family farm and attended the local school. He followed his father into government,
becoming town constable at 21, and in 1755 he joined the 3rd Regiment of the Suffolk County
militia (where his father was colonel) as an adjutant. In 1757, he was elected the town clerk of
the town of Hingham, Massachusetts, a post he held for twenty years. He continued to be active
in the militia during the French and Indian War, but saw no action, and was promoted to major
by the end of the conflict in 1763.
Lincoln was elected a Hingham town selectman in 1765, a post to which he held for six
years. During that period, he became a leading force among Hingham's Patriots. In 1770, in a
list of resolutions passed by the inhabitants of Hingham, Lincoln outlined the measures urged by
residents towards the non-importation of British goods, and he condemned the Boston
massacre. In 1772, Lincoln was promoted to lieutenant colonel of the 3rd Regiment of the
Suffolk militia. That same year he won election as a representative of the town to the provincial
assembly.
With the arrival of General Thomas Gage as Royal governor of Massachusetts in 1774,
the provincial assembly was dissolved, but reformed itself into the Massachusetts Provincial
Congress. Lincoln won election to this body and was placed on committees overseeing militia
organization and supply, a position that came to be of utmost importance when the American
Revolutionary War broke out with the Battles of Lexington and Concord in April 1775. He was
then appointed to the Committee of Safety and was elected to the executive council, which
exercised executive authority over the province outside besieged Boston. In January 1776,
Lincoln was promoted to major general of the Massachusetts militia, overseeing the
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coastal defenses of the state. Despite his lack of combat experience, Lincoln began lobbying
state representatives to the Continental Congress for a Continental Army officer’s commission,
anticipating that the aging and ill General Ward might soon step down. While a Continental
commission was not immediately forthcoming, Lincoln was placed in command of a brigade of
militia the state sent to join General George Washington at New York in September 1776.
When Lincoln reached southwestern Connecticut, Washington first ordered him to
prepare an expedition across Long Island Sound to raid British positions on Long Island. But,
that expedition was aborted when Washington began to retreat from New York after the Battle
of Long Island (Brooklyn) in August 1776 and Lincoln was ordered to bring two regiments to join
Washington's army as it retreated northward. Lincoln's troops secured the Continental retreat to
White Plains, New York and were part of the main Continental formation during the subsequent
Battle of White Plains in October 1776.
Based on a recommendation from General Washington that Lincoln was "a gentleman
well worthy of notice in the Military Line,” Congress commissioned him as a major general in the
Continental Army in February 1777. His first command was that of a forward outpost at Bound
Brook, New Jersey, only three miles from British sentries outside New Brunswick. After months
of skirmishing, though, his encampment was the target of a surprise attack by the British on 13
April 1777 and he was defeated by a much larger force, barely escaping capture.
In July 1777, Washington dispatched Colonel Morgan, General Arnold, and General
Lincoln north to assist Philip Schuyler, and afterward Schuyler's replacement Horatio Gates, in
the defense of upstate New York against the advance of British General John Burgoyne's
expedition from Quebec. Lincoln was ordered to coordinate the activities of the New England
militia being recruited for the effort. General Schuyler asked Lincoln to harass the British supply
line as the British moved south from Fort Ticonderoga toward Albany.
By early September 1777, Lincoln had 2,000 men under his command and launched
several detachments at the British supply line. One of those detachments, led by Colonel John
Brown, successfully harassed British positions outside Fort Ticonderoga, freeing American
prisoners and even making an unsuccessful attempt to capture the fort itself. By this time
General Gates, who had taken command from Schuyler in August, had ordered Lincoln's force
to join him near Stillwater, New York. Lincoln arrived on September 22, three days after the
Battle of Freeman's Farm where Colonel Morgan's sharpshooters killed most of the British
officers and three quarters of the Royal artillerymen, resulting in the capture of six of the ten
British cannons. There, Lincoln's militia were assigned to hold the eastern shore of the Hudson
River.
Lincoln's militia played no role in the American victory at the 7 October 1777 Battle of
Bemis Heights, since the action took place on the western side of the river, but Lincoln was in
command of the American right in that battle. After that battle, Lincoln recommended that the
ford at Fort Edward be fortified against the possibility that Burgoyne could reach it and cross the
river in an attempt to return to Ticonderoga. Gates agreed with the plan, and ordered Lincoln's
militia to do so. During these movements Lincoln encountered a British company and in the
ensuing skirmish Lincoln's right ankle was shattered by a musket ball.
Lincoln was transported to Albany, where he was treated, and where he learned of
Burgoyne's October 17 surrender. His son helped him return him to Hingham in February 1778,
where he convalesced for several months. The injury left his right leg two inches shorter than
the left, and for many years the ankle wound was prone to reopening and was in danger of
infection. During his recovery Lincoln learned that General Arnold's seniority had been restored,
reducing Lincoln to the lowest-ranked major general. Although he considered resignation over
the slight, Washington and supporters in the Continental Congress assured him of his value to
the army.
Lincoln rejoined Washington outside New York in August 1778, and was appointed
commander of the Southern Department in September, when Washington sent Lincoln,
Lafayette, and Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee to oppose the British army under Clinton and
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Cornwallis. Lincoln participated in the unsuccessful French-led siege of Savannah, Georgia in
October 1779, after which he retreated to Charleston, South Carolina.
He took command of the garrison of Charleston, but in March 1780, the city was
surrounded by a sizable British force dispatched from New York. Lincoln, desperate for more
troops to help defend the city, pleaded with the South Carolina legislature to arm 1,000
enslaved African Americans to help ward off the approaching British. The idea of arming slaves
so terrified the South Carolina legislators that they began negotiations with the British
commanders to allow the British forces to pass through South Carolina unmolested. As a
consequence, after a relatively brief siege, Lincoln was forced to surrender more than 5,000
men to Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton on 12 May 1780, but he did so in a way that
allowed the South Carolina militia, as well as some Continental forces, to escape. This loss of
the southern army at Charleston was one of the worst Continental defeats of the war.
Evn so, after being exchanged for the British Major General William Phillips in November
1780, Lincoln returned to Washington's main army. Lincoln played a major role in the Siege of
Yorktown and the surrender of Lord Cornwallis on 19 October 1781. Cornwallis plead illness
and did not attend the surrender ceremony, choosing instead to send his second-in-command,
the Irish General Charles O'Hara. General Washington refused to accept Cornwallis' sword from
O'Hara, directing O'Hara to present it instead to Lincoln, Washington's own second-in-command.
After the Revolutionary War, Lincoln remained active in public life in various capacities,
including a term as Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts and many years as the Collector of
the Port of Boston.
In the Colonial period, to protect its market for manufactured iron goods, England
banned the production of iron in the colonies beyond the production of “pig iron.” Pig iron was
the iron produced by cold air blast furnaces using technology that has been around since the
Iron Age, 3,000 years ago. Pig iron is high in impurities and must the “forged,” a combination of
heating and hammering to reduce the level of impurities and create cast iron. The pig iron that
was produced in the colonies was slated for shipment to England as feedstocks for the
production of higher quality iron and, finally, manufactured iron goods.
In 1788, the North Carolina legislature passed the "Act to Encourage the Building of Iron
Works in This State," which titled 3,000 acres to "…every set of iron works, as a bounty from the
state to any person or persons who will build and carry on the same." That same year, Peter
Forney (1756-1834) discovered the Big Ore Bank near Lincolnton, providing a significant source
for iron ore in the county. Nearby, a low-grade limestone source was found and exploited as a
catalyst in the iron smelting process. Between 1786 and about 1815, several iron furnaces and
forges were established in the central and eastern part of the county and for next 50+ years, this
was an significant economic engine for the county.
There was no such thing as public education in North Carolina, including Lincoln County,
during this period. The meager educational opportunities which did exist resulted primarily from
the efforts of religious leaders of the Anglican, Presbyterian, Quaker, and Moravian churches.
"Subscription schools" were sometimes available when several families joined together to
subscribe funds to hire a teacher (probably itinerant) for a period of two or three months to teach
their children. Literate parents sometimes taught their own children and, perhaps, the children of
neighbors. And, a few affluent parents, mostly large land owners and merchants, sent their
children to northern cities (or even overseas) for further education beyond that provided by
tutors.
But, none of these alternatives were available to the large number of families too poor to
pay for their children’s education and typically lacking the education to teach their own children.
This was particularly true in the more rural areas, such as Lincoln County, where sparse
population, bad roads, poverty, and prevailing illiteracy often combined to create a selfperpetuating cycle of illiteracy and economic depression that was to haunt the people of North
Carolina during the early days of statehood and even into the early 20th century.
The State Constitution adopted in 1776 included a provision for education that stated: “A
School or Schools shall be established by the Legislature for the convenient Instruction of
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Youth." However, leaders apparently did not envision anything resembling public schools as
they are known today, having in mind privately owned and operated academies supported by
money paid to the teacher by the students or parents. The Legislature provided no money to
support these academies, but did authorize private entrepreneurs to establish the academies,
hire teachers, and fix charges for attending the school.
By 1800, about 40 academies for white males had been established throughout the state,
but none in Lincoln County. There was no schools for women or African Americans. These
academies were certainly useful in preparing a relatively small number of white males for civic
leadership, but the absence of State funding meant that education in the academies was
available only to the affluent.
Inadequate funding was only a part of the education problem. Widespread apathy
toward education was prevalent in the early 19th Century and strong support for public
education was slow to develop in North Carolina, especially in rural areas.
In 1790, the first U.S. Census recorded 935 African Americans, virtually all slaves, living
in Lincoln County and owned by 280 slave holders, out of a total population of 9,246. At the
time, slavery was not wide spread in the county, generally limited to the wealthier planters and
iron furnace owners in the eastern portion of the county.
Lincoln County 1800 Through 1870: During this period, many North Carolina citizens were
becoming dissatisfied with the deplorable state of education in the state and efforts were begun
to remedy the situation. Among those who wanted to wake up North Carolina and start it moving
forward was a young state senator from Orange County named Archibald D. Murphey. As early
as 1817, Murphey presented to the General Assembly a series of brilliant reports for the
improvement of life in North Carolina, including a plan for the state's intervention in the
educational process.
Murphey's plan called for the General Assembly to establish a public school fund and
further provided that a State Board be elected to manage that fund. It provided that any county
which would build two or more schools for teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic would be
provided funds for paying the teachers' salaries from the public school fund. It also provided for
the state to pay one-third of expenses for 10 regional academies scattered over the state to
teach classical languages and other college preparatory courses. Although the General
Assembly did not immediately implement Murphey's education plan, it undoubtedly was
influential in bringing about the public school legislation which was ultimately adopted. Murphey,
who was a noted lawyer and judge rather than an educator, came to be known as the "father of
public education" in North Carolina.
In 1825, part of Murphey's plan was implemented when the General Assembly
established the Literary Fund and appointed a Literary Board to manage the fund. The proceeds
of the Fund were to be used to subsidize public schools. The Fund itself was a permanent. nonreverting fund, made up of dividends from certain state-owned bank stocks, dividends from
state-owned stock in certain navigation companies, and certain other specified funds, including
any future appropriation that might be made directly to the Fund. Although the Literary Fund
was not large enough to have great impact at first, it was extremely important because it
represented the state's first commitment of funds for public school programs.
In 1838, the president and directors of the Literary Fund, which had some of the
functions that much later would become functions of a State Board of Education, made
comprehensive recommendations to the General Assembly pertaining to needed legislation in
the area of education. Many of these recommendations were incorporated into the legislation
enacted by the General Assembly in January 1839. This first public school law had a number of
weaknesses, but it nevertheless made a significant impact on subsequent educational
legislation. Among other things, the Education Act permitted the people of each county to vote
"For" or "Against" a school tax. Lincoln County voted “Against” initially, but later voted for the tax
sometime in the early 1840s. A favorable vote meant that the State Literary Fund would provide
$2.00 for each one dollar raised by the tax, which established the precedent of school support
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from a combination of state and local funds. The law also provided for the appointment from five
to 10 "superintendents" in each county to oversee the schools, which was the embryonic
beginning of present day local boards of education. Weaknesses in the law included the fact
that no provision was made for establishing standards for teacher qualifications and
employment, subjects to be taught, length of the school term, and a central administrative office
at the state level.
Despite these weaknesses, however, the Act ushered in a period of expansion and
progress for North Carolina public schools. In 1840 there were 632 common schools with
14,937 pupils, an average of less than 24 pupils per school (the typical “one room
schoolhouse”). At the same time there were 140 academies with 4,398 pupils, an average of
just over 31 pupils per academy. Still, even as late as 1840, North Carolina had one of the
highest rates of illiteracy in the Union.
By 1823, Lincoln County had ten operating iron forges and four iron furnaces, producing
900 tons of bar iron and 200 tons of cast hollowware items. In a furnace, pig iron was produced
by heating the iron ore to over 2,000oF, using charcoal and pressurized combustion air
introduced typically via water-power bellows. The iron melts, separated from the ore “slag” and
was collected in shallow forms created in wet sand at the bottom of the furnace. Forges, in turn,
used water powered hammers to process re-heated iron from lower-strength “pig” iron into
stronger “castable” iron.
This “batch” type of production required that a significant ore supply close at hand, land
growing hardwood trees for producing charcoal, and, lime to act as a catalyst in the process.
Equally important, there must be a source of water power to drive the bellows and a significant
labor supply for harvesting trees and producing charcoal, mining and transporting the iron ore,
roasting limestone to yield lime, and manning furnace operations. Analysis of census records
between 1790 and 1860 clearly shows that the production of iron and iron products depended to
a great extent of the availability of slave labor.
In 1793, Eli Whitney invented the first commercially successful cotton gin and, as early
as 1802, cotton was a common cash crop in Lincoln County. Cotton production increased
dramatically by 1840 as larger plantations were assembled. Correspondingly, because of the
labor intensive nature of cotton production, the number of African American slaves also
increased. The 1840 U.S. Census found that there were 5,502 slaves in the county, owned by
284 slave holders.
With this rapid extension of the plantation system, an “ironmaster” was essentially a
planter, dividing his time between two domestic industries, farming and iron production, both of
which were dependent on the availability of slave labor. When crops were "laid by" between
harvest and planting times, iron was produced and wagon teams would haul iron goods to
Salisbury, Hillsborough, Greensboro, Wadesboro, Camden, or Cheraw where they were
deposited with agents (generally merchants) who would sell them.
The peak of iron production in Lincoln County was about 1830. The decline in iron
production after then resulted from improving transportation by river steamers in the late 1830s,
followed by railroads opening in the 1840s and 1850s. Local transportation obstacles had
allowed the domestic iron industry to grow in North Carolina, but North Carolina’s iron works
couldn't match the increasing output from Pennsylvania and other northern states that had coal
for firing furnaces and much better transportation systems. The Civil War and the loss of slave
labor, along with even greater expansion of iron production in the more industrialized northern
states following the War, generally put an end to the economic viability of iron production in
Lincoln County by 1870.
By 1840, residents in the of the western portions of Lincoln County complained about the
need to divide the county. Roads at the time were poor, there were no major navigable
waterways, and the railroads had not yet arrived. Travel for Lincoln County residents to attend
court or otherwise conduct business was both difficult and time-consuming. Breaking the county
into smaller parts made sense to allow additional county seats to be established and travel
requirements reduced. Thus, in 1841, Cleveland County was formed out of western Lincoln
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County and portions of Rutherford County. However, there was also an element of “dirty
politics” that soon came into play.
Nathaniel Wilson (1801-1852) , a Lincoln County farmer and politician who lived near
present day Newton, hated Lincolnton, the county seat. Wilson argued that the county seat was
clearly too long a journey for residents to conduct court and county business. He supported
dividing the county by creating a new county consisting of the northeastern portion of Lincoln
County (around Denver) and western portions of Mecklenburg and Iredell counties. But, all
three of the existing counties objected and the creation of this new county was quashed, much
to Wilson’s ire.
Wilson took this matter personally and bitterly resented the people of Lincolnton, whom
he accused of ridiculing him during their campaign to stop the creation of a new county. He
continued his efforts to divide the county and wanted to “…run the line through the middle of
Lincolnton.” This would, in effect, have destroyed Lincolnton’s role as county seat.
In 1842, the North Carolina gubernatorial election was a contest between two Lincoln
County residents, Michael Hoke (Democrat) and William Graham (Whig). Hoke was opposed to
dividing to the county, while Graham supported the idea. Graham won the election and, at the
same time, Wilson was elected to the state House of Representatives, along with a slate other
pro-division candidates. Wilson he immediately introduced a bill entitled "An Act to Lay Off and
Establish a New County, Catawba,” which passed that year.
Nathaniel Wilson was running for the Legislature in 1852 when he was killed on 13 July
of that year by his son-in-law Wilson England. Speculation is that he was killed because of a
family disagreement.
When Catawba County was formed, its southern boundary with Lincoln County was set
at only 1-1/2 miles north of Lincolnton. Then, in 1846, when Gaston County was partitioned from
Lincoln, its northern boundary was set at 6 miles south of the 1842 Lincoln-Catawba line. At the
same time, perhaps recognizing that Lincoln County’s northern boundary set in 1842 was unfair,
the new Catawba-Lincoln County boundary was moved northward approximately 4 miles,
creating today’s Lincoln County that is approximately 10 miles north-south by 30 miles eastwest.
As a result of this partitioning, Lincoln County was reduced from over 1800 square miles
to 298 square miles (the 82nd smallest of North Carolina’s 100 counties). It lost prime
farmlands and important factory sites to the new counties and much of the county’s momentum
for economic growth was stymied. And, due to the loss of area, county population decreased
by almost 70%, from 25,160 in 1840 to 7,746 in 1850. In 1850, after the county area was
reduced, the U.S. Census shows also that Lincoln County’s slave population was also
significantly reduced to 2,115, but still represented 28% of the total county population.
Prior to 1856, Lincolnton was the second most important town in western North Carolina,
after Salisbury. Charlotte people even came to Lincolnton to shop. But, on 21 January 1856,
the first North Carolina Railroad train ran the completed length of the 223-mile corridor from
Charlotte to Goldsboro, passing through Salisbury on the way. With the trains bypassing
Lincolnton, the economic advantage shifted to Charlotte as it became the cotton market and
trade center for eastern Lincoln County. Lincolnton suffered accordingly as eastern Lincoln
residents shifted their business to Charlotte, coming to Lincolnton only for legal or court matters.
In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected as President of the United States despite not
being on the ballot in most southern states. After intense debate, seven deep South states
(South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas) passed
“secession ordinances” even before Lincoln took office as President on 4 March 1861, while
secession efforts failed in the other eight slave states, including North Carolina.
Delegates from the seven secession states immediately formed the Confederate States
of America and selected Jefferson Davis of Mississippi as provisional president. Davis,
anticipating war with the Union, began raising a 100,000 man army and the Civil War began
with South Carolina’s militia shelling Fort Sumter at Charleston, South Carolina, on 12 April
1861. When Lincoln called for raising 75,000 troops on 15 April 1861 in response to that attack,
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seeing that war was inevitable, four more states declared their secession; Virginia, Arkansas,
Tennessee, and North Carolina (the last, and perhaps most reluctant, state to secede); and
joined the Confederacy. Even though Lincoln County was not a major slave holding county (in
1860, the county population consisted of 5,999 free whites, 81 free blacks, and 2,155 black
slaves), belief in white supremacy was systemic throughout the South and within the county, so
its citizens generally supported secession.
Secession for each of the Southern states was justified on the basis of maintaining slave
ownership as the fundamental component of each state’s economy. But, after secession, the
Confederate government quickly realized it would need international allies in any war with the
Union. So, it was faced with an immediate political dilemma: its only potential allies, England
and France, had both outlawed slavery 20-30 years before. Thus, protection of slavery in the
Confederacy could not be readily used as a basis for asking for aid from the two major world
powers since slavery was already illegal in both nations.
"Political spin" was needed to create a more palatable rationale for secession and war
with the Union. Thus, Jefferson Davis and his government began a propaganda campaign
touting that Southern "states’ rights" were being trampled by the Northern majority…that the
very “way of life in the South” was being imperiled. The rationalizations offered by the
Confederate government to woo the English and French to the Southern side became the basis
of Southern political dogma that is still touted today in the deep South (and even by some in
Lincoln County). It glosses over the fact that, in reality, the only "states’ right" that really
mattered to the Confederate government was the perceived right of rich Southerners to own
slaves.
Lincoln County contributed significant troops and leadership to the Confederate Army.
According to research done in 1902-1905 by Lincoln County historian Alfred Nixon (1856-1924),
1,311 men from Lincoln County served the Confederacy, an astonishing 16% of the county’s
total population in 1860 (over 20% of the total white population). During the War, Lincoln
County avoided being a battle ground, but significant economic hardships, extending well into
the Reconstruction period that followed, were imposed.
Lincoln County 1870 Through 1900: In 1875, Lincoln County was authorized by the
Legislature to gain the northwestern corner of Gaston (an area northwest of Flint Hill Road),
dependent upon a local referendum that apparently failed, thus making no change to Lincoln’s
area and it remained the size it is today.
North Carolina emerged from Reconstruction after defeat in the Civil War as a new state
in a "New South." But, what would that New South look like? Reformers and industrialists soon
began to build factories and railroads, established businesses, and expanded cities, while
farmers struggled to keep their land and their way of life in the face of increasing economic
pressures. African Americans took advantage of their new freedom, starting businesses,
serving in elected positions, etc., all while white conservatives fought to reestablish white
supremacy in the South. The changing culture of the urban middle and working classes made
its way into North Carolina, bringing new technology, new consumer goods, new patterns of
living, better education, and new opportunities for women. All of these changes positively
impacted Lincoln County, whose population grew from 9,573 in 1870 to 15,498 by 1900.
Before about 1880, there was relatively little industry in Lincoln County and Lincolnton
population shrank after the Civil War. Then, development of cotton mills along the South Fork
River and its tributaries began in earnest, first with Laboratory Mill and then with many others.
Textiles soon became the primary industry in Lincoln County, building upon the water power
from the rivers and streams in the county. Even though most of the cotton mills in the area used
water power to run the operation, some were powered by stream engines. Even after electrical
power came to the area after WWI, some of the mills still ran on water power since water power
was cheaper.
The first railroad connection through Lincolnton was provided by the Wilmington,
Charlotte, and Rutherford Railroad (ultimately part of the Seaboard Air Line Railroad). The
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railroad was incorporated in 1855 and construction was done in two phases beginning in 1857.
Work was started at Wilmington to connect to Charlotte and, at the same time, work began at
Charlotte to connect to Rutherfordton. The railroad was completed between Charlotte and
Lincolnton in April 1861, just in time for the Civil War that brought a halt to further construction
(with exception of a stretch of road leading from Lincolnton to Cherryville that was completed in
November 1862). Considerable damage to this railroad was done during the War by the
Confederate Army, which stripped much of its rail for use on other more important lines
destroyed in combat. After the War, the line was completed as far west as Shelby and, in 1873,
it was reorganized as the Carolina Central Railroad Company.
The second railroad, the Kings Mountain Railroad, ran between Chester and York, South
Carolina, before the Civil War. It was begun in 1855, but was destroyed by the Union Army and
not rebuilt after the War. The route lay abandoned until the creation of the Chester and Lenoir
Narrow Gauge Railroad in 1873. Within a decade, the Chester & Lenoir (the Chester and
Northwestern Railroad after 1897) had reestablished the Chester connection and extended the
line to Lenoir, North Carolina, connecting through Lincolnton in 1881.
Even as these two railroads were repaired and all planned construction was completed,
they still had relatively little initial economic impact on Lincoln County since the county had so
little industry to make use of them until after 1900.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, unfortunately, but predictably, the progressive period in
education, triggered by the State Library Fund, came to an abrupt halt. The system deteriorated
rapidly, and by the end of the War, only a handful of schools remained open. The State Literary
Fund was all but wiped out and in 1866 the Office of Superintendent of Common Schools was
abolished.
The new State Constitution adopted in 1868, however, contained a relatively strong
article on public education. Generally unpopular at the time because it was viewed as the
product of a "carpetbag government," it was, nevertheless, a progressive document for that
period and later came to be recognized as such. It required the General Assembly to "…provide
by taxation and otherwise for a general and uniform system of public schools, wherein tuition
shall be free of charge to all of the children of the State between the ages of six and twenty-one
years."
The new Constitution also provided for a Superintendent of Public Instruction to be
elected by the people for a four-year term, for a school term of at least four months each year,
for an "irreducible educational fund" with specified revenue sources, and for a State Board of
Education.
The 1869 session of the General Assembly enacted the necessary enabling legislation
to put the Constitution of 1868 into effect, including provisions for educating African Americans.
However, necessary funding for implementing the public school laws was slow in corning and
for a considerable period most of the educational financial burden fell on local governments. In
the cities and towns, local taxes were levied in support of education, but education in rural areas
did not recover from setbacks during the War years until the end of the century.
At the State level, the greatest impact on public education seems to have been the
establishment of "normal" schools, or teacher training institutions, around the State for both
white and African American teachers. The term for the white normal schools was usually one
month in the summer, while the term in the African American normal schools was eight or nine
months. This makes sense because white college graduates and white college students were
available as teachers, whereas no similar cadre of educated African American teachers was yet
available. The annual appropriation for the African American normal schools was approximately
double that for the white institutions, in recognition of the need to catch up in preparing African
American teachers.
In Lincoln County, a public school system began to develop in the 1880s, particularly
during the period when D. Matt Thompson was superintendent of schools in the county (18841885). A graded high school was established in Lincolnton during this period as both the male
and female academies ceased operation.
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With end of Reconstruction, many wealthier men who were slave holders prior to 1863
began to return to power. With them came an effort to institutionalize white supremacy in North
Carolina.
Charles Brantley Aycock (1859–1912) was a lawyer in Goldsboro who, as a young man,
had served as superintendent of Wayne County’s schools. In the 1890s, he served as United
States District Attorney for the Eastern District of North Carolina. During the election of 1898,
he spoke frequently and convincingly for the Democrats’ white supremacy campaign. Two years
later he was elected governor by what was then the largest margin of victory in the state’s
history. During his campaign for governor, he led the fight for the “suffrage amendment” that
disenfranchised African Americans and resulted in the “Jim Crow” laws that codified segregation.
White supremacists like Aycock believed that all people of color were less intelligent
than white people and naturally inferior…unfortunately, a belief that is still held by many
conservatives, especially in the South. By this logic, allowing black people to govern themselves
or others was dangerous not only to whites, but to blacks themselves. White people had a duty
to other races to educate them (which meant imposing European and European-American
values on other cultures) and to govern over other races.
Lincoln County 1900 Through 1990: Aycock’s one redeeming act as governor was to turn
public attention toward the need for universal education (surprisingly, even for African
Americans). The number of local tax districts increased, and approximately 300 ineffective
districts were eliminated by consolidation. In 1901, the General Assembly for the first time made
a direct appropriation of tax funds for public schools, $100,000 for each year of the biennium. At
the same time, the old State Literary Fund was reorganized to provide a revolving loan fund for
building schools.
In 1913, the first “Compulsory Attendance Act” was passed which required all children
between the ages of 8 and 12 to attend school at least four months per year. The Smith-Lever
Act of 1914 and the Smith-Hughes Act of 1917 provided some federal funds for vocational
education and apiculture, and home economics became a part of the curriculum in North
Carolina public high schools. Legislation was passed to allow counties to issue bonds to build
schools.
These bond funds, together with contributions by the Rosenwald Fund, were used for
building schools for rural African Americans and brought about a major increase in construction
and renovation of school buildings. Rosenwald Schools were the dream of Booker T.
Washington of the Tuskegee Institute and funded by Julius Rosenwald, philanthropist and
president of Sears and Roebuck Co. They were, for their time, state-of-the art schools for
African American children across the South. They were built from the ground up and were
typically oriented north-south with big windows that maximized sunlight since electricity was not
available in rural North Carolina. And, the schools were built to include ample space to be used
for community meetings. The Rosenwald system remained an integral part of the state’s efforts
early efforts to improve educational opportunities for African Americans until 1928.
A public school building, originally named in honor of Robert F. Hoke (CSA), was
constructed in Lincolnton at 302 North Academy Street in 1914, and, in the early 1920s,
Lincolnton High School was constructed on South Aspen Street (currently used by Gaston
College). The Academy Street School became home for the county public library from 1965
until 1975 and, after that, housed various county offices until 2020.
In 1919, the North Carolina Constitution was amended to increase the mandated school
term from four months to six months. At about the same time, a State Board of Examiners was
established as an agent of the State Board of Education to be responsible for the certification of
all teachers. Although local funding still far exceeded state funding, education in North Carolina
was clearly on the move, and prospects remained bright until 1929.
The stock market crash in October 1929, followed swiftly by the Great Depression, brought a
halt to almost three decades of progress and prosperity. Schools suffered terribly as there
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simply was not enough money to pay teacher salaries and keep the schools open. Since
financial support for schools was still primarily a local matter, the conditions of education varied
from county to county, but no county in the State was able to continue to operate its schools at
the same level as in pre-Depression years. Conditions continued to worsen into 1930 and 1931
and prospects were dim for any substantial recovery in the short term.
It was at this point that the North Carolina General Assembly took action that was both
courageous and statesmanlike. Recognizing that it was impossible for many counties to provide
even minimum funding for education and that the remaining counties were also the gigantic task
of providing a free and uniform education to all the children of North Carolina. The legislation
enacted to bring about dramatic and unprecedented reorganization to change in North
Carolina's public schools was known as the "School Machinery Act." Enacted by the 1931
session of the General Assembly, and refined by the 1933 session, the "School Machinery Act"
included almost all of the basic elements contained in the public school laws in effect today.
The concept of full State support for school operating costs was a dramatic reversal of
previous funding for public schools. Counties were still required to provide and maintain
buildings, and were urged to supplement State funding to improve and expand programs, but
there was no required matching funds in order to be eligible to receive State funds. It is difficult
today to understand fully the tremendous courage and vision that this group of legislators must
have had to take such bold action to save public schools from potential extinction.
Among other things, the School Machinery Act established the county as the basic
governmental unit for operating public schools. All special charter districts were abolished, but
such districts were allowed to re-establish themselves if they wished to do so and if their
financial situation was such that they could afford to do so.
The School Machinery Act provided the life preserver necessary for the education
system to survive the Great Depression.
In 1933, the school term was extended from six to eight months and many cuts that had
been made prior to 1931 were restored. For the first time, the General Assembly began to
provide support in such areas as library hooks and school supplies. In 1935, the state provided
a textbook rental plan whereby all textbooks required in grades one through 12 could be rented
at approximately 20 percent of the cost of the textbook itself. Two years later this textbook rental
plan was modified by providing that all textbooks in grades one through seven should be
provided free of charge to students.
In 1942, a constitutional amendment established a State Board of Education in a new
and strengthened format. This amendment terminated the State School Commission which had
been charged with responsibility for handling the fiscal affairs of public education. The General
Assembly created, under the State Board of Education, a Controller's Office to carry out similar
functions in the name of the Board.
Further changes increased the compulsory attendance age from 14 to 16, added the
12th grade, extended the school term to nine months, and created the school lunch program.
The State Board of Education was authorized to use public funds for special education
programs, thus providing "for the promotion, operation and supervision of special courses of
instruction for handicapped, crippled, and other classes of individuals requiring special type
instruction." The school health program received increased funds, enabling it to expand. The
General Assembly authorized a self-insurance plan for school buildings and properties with
optional participation. In 1949, the first state bond revenue for public school construction was
authorized by the General Assembly, and approved by referendum, in the amount of $50 million.
In 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled against separation of races in public schools in
Brown vs. the Board of Education of Topeka. The next year, the North Carolina General
Assembly, in an effort to thwart immediate desegregation of the public schools, proposed a
constitutional amendment, known as the Pearsall Plan, which would transfer complete authority
over enrollment and assignment of children in public schools from the State Board of Education
to county and city boards. The amendment was ratified by popular vote in September 1956, but
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was declared unconstitutional in 1966 and true integration of the public schools went into effect
in the state.
Other significant events in public education in North Carolina that impacted Lincoln
County during the 1950s included passage of an additional $50 million bond issue for school
construction and the establishment of the community college system by the 1957 General
Assembly.
The decade of the 1960s was greatly influenced by passage of the National Civil Rights
Act of 1964. Although Brown vs. Topeka had been resolved 10 years earlier, it was not until the
passage of this civil rights legislation and courts upholding the unconstitutionality of “separate,
but equal schools for African Americans, that desegregation of schools really began.
Prior to full integration, Lincoln County students were offered “freedom of choice.”
However, few African American students chose to leave Newbold High School, the segregated
high school built in the early 1950s for African Americans. But, following the 1966 Supreme
Court decisions, the then Department of Health, Education and Welfare informed the county that
their “choice” plan was not desegregating schools fast enough and threaten loss of federal
funding. The county quickly moved to a desegregation plan for the following year, which
included building new, fully integrated schools.
Economically, after the mid-1970s, Lincoln County began to suffer as textiles, and then
furniture manufacturing, began to decline under the pressure of international competition. Mills
and factories began to close and the post-WWII economic expansion ceased. But, with the
creation of Lake Norman in the 1960s and the coming of I-77, the eastern end of the county
began to grow as a commuter suburb of Charlotte. By the late 1980s, new businesses began to
supplant the losses in manufacturing and additional economic successes such as the Lincoln
Industrial Park, Timken Bearings, Bosch, Blum, etc. began.
Still, Lincoln County throughout much of the this period settled into a period of only
modest growth, and as interstate highways were built in neighboring counties bypassing
Lincoln’s rolling farmland, the county fell into a state of relative obscurity compared to Gaston,
Mecklenburg, and Catawba counties. The creation of Lake Norman, rather than becoming the
immediate growth magnet that it is today, served to further Lincoln’s sense of isolation (at least
in its early days), as a huge swath of the county’s eastern border had been further removed
from neighboring Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties, both physically and psychologically. The
combined effect on Lincoln of these isolating forces was to reinforce its inward focus, and the
pressure to adopt measures to prepare for Charlotte’s inevitable growth outward, which was
being felt so urgently by other counties bordering Mecklenburg, never registered as a big
concern for the county’s leaders.
Lincoln County 1990 Until Today: Politically, Lincoln County has transitioned from a stalwart
conservative Democratic county to a stalwart conservative Republican county since about 1973,
when U.S. Senator Jesse Helms and his supporters brought about the merger of the old
conservative wing of the Democratic Party with the already expanding Republican Party in North
Carolina.
At the same time that Lincoln was being rediscovered for industrial development,
residential growth in the eastern half of the county, around the Denver community, began to
accelerate. This growth was fueled by Lake Norman, which became a leading choice in the
Charlotte region for high-end, primary residences of retirees, as well as people working in
Charlotte and other nearby employment centers such as Mooresville and North Mecklenburg.
This transformation of Lake Norman from a weekend/summer cottage market to luxury primary
residences suddenly changed the character of eastern Lincoln County and set into motion a
flood of new development that continues to this day. Road improvements have helped fuel that
trend.
Politically, the divide between the western rural part of the county and the eastern
suburban part that began in 1856 continues and the eastern portion of the county still identifies
with Charlotte and Mecklenburg County far more so than with Lincolnton and Lincoln County.
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And, as the eastern county population continues to grow, political (and economic) power
continues to shift from the west to the east in the county. The eastern population tends to be
wealthier, better educated, and more liberal than that in the western part of the county.
Meanwhile, Lincoln’s persistence as the only county in the Charlotte region with only one
incorporated municipality says much about Lincoln residents’ attitudes toward government
oversight. Recent efforts to incorporate some of the communities around Lake Norman in order
to manage growth more effectively have been met with political resistance and failure.
The original official seal of Lincoln County is shown below in Fig. 1, but no information as
to its creation, symbolism, or adoption by county government has yet been found. It was
updated in 2017-2018 as shown in Fig. 2 and adopted by the County Commissioners in 2019
(though, again, no documentation relative to this seal has been found).

Figure 1: Old Seal

Figure 2: New Seal

The current seal can be described as follows:
1. Two statuesque women, dressed in flowing robes, standing on either side of three
“banners” at the center of the seal. One of the women has an upraised torch, similar to
that of the Statue of Liberty, while the other seems to be holding a “vaporous
connection” to three banners below. Both women are armed with swords (but, since no
scales are included and neither woman is blindfolded, neither can be interpreted to be
Lady Justice) and both are presented far less “demure” than in the original seal.
2. The center banner has the word CONSTITUTION displayed, though it is not clear
whether this refers to the constitution of North Carolina or that of the United States.
Above and below that banner are two more banners that display the Latin phrase SUUM
CUIQUE TRIBUERE (corrected from SUUM CUIQUE TRIBUATE in the original seal).
According to Black’s Law Dictionary, this Latin phrase translates as “To render to
everyone his own [or his due].” This is one of the precepts that the Romans copied from
the Greeks, reducing the whole doctrine of the law into three generalizations, the other
two being HONESTE VIVERE (“To live honorably, creditably, or virtuously) and
ALTERUM NON LAEDERE (“Not to injure another). The Roman jurist Ulpian, in his
work Rules, gives the basic definition of justice: "Justice is the constant and perpetual
desire to give to each one that to which he is entitled. This are the precepts of the Law:
to live honestly, to harm no one, and to give to each one his due."
SUUM CUIQUE TRIBUERE is often found engraved above courthouse doors around
the world. (Interestingly, when translated into German, “SUUM CUIQUE” becomes
“JEDEM DAS SEINE,” the motto at the entrance to the Buchenwald concentration camp
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in Nazi Germany. Thus, use of the phrase is considered controversial in modern
Germany.)
3. Surrounding the seal are the words “LINCOLN COUNTY” and “NORTH CAROLINA,”
while the words “EST 1779” cross the seal in the center, providing the date the county
was formed.
The county seal, both old and new, when compared to other county seals in North
Carolina, is much more obtuse in its use of symbols and wording, the original intent of neither of
which can be determined today.
Based on the preliminary 2020 census results, Lincoln County has a current population
of 86,810, up 11% since 2010. As expected, the eastern 20% of the county (Catawba Springs
Township) continues to rapidly expand as a suburb of Charlotte and accounts for 34.5% of the
total county population and 85% of the population growth in the county since 2010. The other
80% of the county (consisting of Howards Creek, Ironton, Lincolnton, and North Brook
Townships) remained essentially rural with an overall much lower growth rate. Of these four
townships, Lincolnton and North Brook actually lost population between 2010 and 2020, while
Howards Creek Township gained only 1% in the same period. Overall, the 2020 Lincoln County
racial/ethnic groups are White (82.5%), followed by Hispanic (7.3%) and Black (5.0%).
In terms of education, Lincoln County has made great strides since 1990. In 2018,
Lincoln County Schools served approximately 11,500 students and had 1,200 full-time
employees. The district has 23 schools: 13 elementary schools, 4 middle schools, 4 high
schools, and 2 special schools, organized as follows:
East Lincoln High School, served by:
East Lincoln Middle School, served by:
Catawba Springs Elementary
St. James Elementary
Iron Station Elementary
North Lincoln High School, served by:
North Lincoln Middle School, served by:
Pumpkin Center Primary School
Pumpkin Center Intermediate School
Rock Springs Elementary
Lincolnton High School, served by:
Lincolnton Middle School, served by:
Battleground Elementary School
Kiser Intermediate School
G.E. Massey Elementary School
S. Ray Lowder Elementary School
West Lincoln High School, served by:
West Lincoln Middle School, served by:
Union Elementary School
Norris S. Childers Elementary School
North Brook Elementary School
Love Memorial Elementary School
Asbury School (alternative school)
Lincoln County School of Technology
In addition, the county is the site of several charter schools, the largest of which is
Lincoln Charter School that has campuses near Lincolnton and in Denver. Also, several small
private schools, most of which are Christian oriented, operate in the county.
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In 2018, Lincoln County had no low performing public schools: 90.4% of all schools met
or exceeded growth requirements and were peer reviewed to rank within the top 20 school
districts in North Carolina. But, the Coronavirus Pandemic of 2019-2021 disrupted the public
school system as in-classroom instruction was suspended and students were shifted to online
or “virtual” instruction. [At this writing, the ultimate impact of this shift in the delivery of instruction
has no yet been fully determined. Based on CDC recommendations in early 2021, a process for
returning students to schools has begun. Even so, 2020 is considered by many to be a “lost
year” for some students.]
Even as late as the early 1990s, there were no four lane highways serving Lincoln
County. I-85 lay to the south of the county, while I-40 was to the north. Since 1998, completion
of the interstate quality US 321 corridor provided an alternative and less congested route
between I-40 and I-85 than the I-77 corridor through Charlotte and triggered Lincoln County
becoming a hot prospect for industrial development. The creation of the new four lane NC 16 in
1990-2012 between Charlotte and Newton connects I-485 to I-40 along the western shore of
Lake Norman has helped fuel the explosion of residential growth in eastern Lincoln County
during this period. But, while the county now has two major north-south connections to
interstate highways, east-west roads still consist primarily of two-lane state roads that are
essentially unchanged since the 1950s, though improvements to NC 73 between Denver and
Huntersville, along the south shore of Lake Norman, are slowly being implemented.
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Lincoln County Places and Events
The following list includes important places and events that are important to the history
of Lincoln County. However, the list does not include houses, churches, or cemeteries. For
information on houses and churches, see Our Enduring Past, A Survey of 235 Years of Life and
Architecture in Lincoln County, North Carolina by Marvin A. Brown (Lincoln County Properties
Commission, Lincolnton, NC, 1986). For information on cemeteries query
https//www.findagrave.com and/or http://www.ncgenweb.us/lincoln/cemeteries.htm.

Airport

Site/Event

Description
The Lincolnton/Lincoln County Regional Airport is a public
use facility located about five miles east of Lincolnton in the
Iron Station community. It opened in July 1986 and is jointly
owned by the City of Lincolnton and Lincoln County. It is a
general aviation airport and no scheduled airlines serve it.
The current terminal building opened in May 2010. The
airport is credited as a significant component of the county’s
economic development program.
This airport replaced the earlier Lincoln Airport, located in
Lincolnton. This small general aviation airport was evidently
established in 1963-1965 with only a single unpaved
runway. It was closed sometime between 1980 and 1982.
In September 2016, the Lincolnton/Lincoln County Regional
Airport honored David E. Lowe by officially naming the
airfield after him. Lowe was the Lincolnton city manager for
over three decades and served on the Lincolnton/Lincoln
County Airport Authority for 20 years, holding the chairman’s
seat for 15. The airport opened while he was the city
manager and he had a large role in airport development
from the beginning.

Apple Festival

The Lincoln County Apple Festival based on the experienc
Home Economics Agent Melinda Houser had with a
strawberry festival in eastern North Carolina, where she had
previously worked. Houser thought Lincoln County should
have an Apple Festival. So, with Agricultural Extension
Agent Howard Waynick and local apple farmers, plans were
made for the first Lincoln County Apple Festival in
September 1972, held at the Boger City United Methodist
Church.
Approximately 300 people attended the inaugural festival
and it was decided that the Agriculture Extension Service
should sponsor an annual Festival. The next two festivals
were held in the National Guard Armory and included
entertainment and exhibits. With attendance and related
activities increasing, the need for larger facilities prompted a
move to West Lincoln High School in 1975, when food and
craft vendors started to participate. In 1978, the festival was
moved to downtown Lincolnton, where it has been held
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Site/Event

Description
every year except in 2020.

Atrium Health Lincoln
Hospital

See “Hospital” entry.

Beatties Ford
(aka Beatty’s Ford)

A crossing point on the Catawba River before the creation of
Lake Norman, named for early settler John Beatty. The ford
connected Lincoln County to Mecklenburg County and on to
the Trading Ford, a part of the Great Wagon Road from
Pennsylvania, on the Yadkin River near Salisbury.
A community in northern Catawba Springs Township was
named for the nearby ford. A post office opened there in
1806 and remained open until 1838 when the original post
office became part of Catawba County. A new post office
opened in Lincoln County in 1839 and closed in 1901.

Bethpage

An unincorporated community located in south-central
Howards Creek Township, centered on the intersection of
NC 182 and Shoal Road (SR 1002). The area is most
probably named after the Biblical town of Bethpage, which
was located between Jericho and Jerusalem in the Holy
Land.

Big Ore Bank

The site where most of the iron ore extracted in Lincoln
County for smelting in nearby furnaces (see “Iron Furnaces
and Forges” entry) opened in 1788.
The mine, discovered by Peter Forney and consisting of
numerous surface excavations and at least one
underground shaft and tunnel, is located off Furnace Road
(SR 1355) in Catawba Springs Township at approximately
35.4898/81.1277.

Boger City

Located just to the east of Lincolnton, in Lincolnton township
on NC 24/150, this unincorporated community was named
in honor of the Boger-Crawford cotton mill owner Robert
Boger. It was known as Goodson’s Store before that, and
later as Goodsonville. It was annexed by the City of
Lincolnton in 1956.

Cansellars

An unincorporated community located in In Ironton
Township on NC 73 near the intersection of Furnace Road
(SR 1355). The origin of the community name is unknown.

Cat Square

An unincorporated community located in northwest Howards
Creek Township, centered on the intersection of Cat Square
Road (SR 1002) and Reepsville road (SR 1113). Cat
Square is generally considered to be part of Vale.
According to the North Carolina Gazetteer, the community is
named after unwanted cats and kittens that were left there
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Site/Event
Catawba Springs

on several occasions.

Description

This fashionable “watering place” was a recreational and
social center prior to 1861 and included a hotel that stood
five miles northeast of NC 73 at Beth Haven Church Road
(SR 1360), east of Lincolnton.
First named Reed's Springs after its founder John Reid (aka
John Reed), a soldier of the Revolution and Senator from
Lincoln County, Catawba Springs was a village that arose
around the natural springs of the area. In 1824, geology
professor Denison Olmstead recommended the waters of
the springs for complaints concerning the liver and
weakness. There is little evidence that healing actually
occurred; nonetheless Catawba Springs became a popular
stop on the stagecoach lines from Salisbury to Asheville.
John Reid was the first known proprietor of Catawba
Springs. After his death in 1821, the spa passed through a
series of owners, including Charles Jugnot, William
Simonton, and Joseph Hampton. In 1838, Hampton
renovated and expanded Catawba Springs, including the
construction of a two-story, 100-room hotel. After the
renovation, during parties and on holidays, as many as 500
guests assembled on the porch of the hotel. Before that
time, the spa could only accommodate sixty to seventy
guests in its cabins. Most guests were members of the
southern planter class from North and South Carolina.
Some guests made their way to the spa from Mississippi,
Alabama, and Louisiana. Students from nearby Davidson
College could also be found enjoying themselves there on
the weekends. The Civil War put an end to the southern
planter aristocracy and the hotel’s patron base and the
closed in the mid-1860s.
Catawba Springs opened a post office on 1 January 1801,
with Postmaster John Reid. This post office closed on 16
January 1838, but on 5 October 1838, a second post office
for Catawba Springs was established at what had previously
been the town named Beattie’s Ford (see entry above), a
few miles west of the first location for Catawba Springs.
The Catawba Springs name is now used for the
easternmost township in Lincoln County.

Civil War

Except for the Confederate Laboratory, about two miles
south of Lincolnton, and Stoneman's Raid of Lincolnton in
1865, there was little direct impact by war on Lincoln County
and there are no Civil War historical sites in the county.
The lead-up to the Civil War was long and hinged almost
totally on the economic and political issues relative to
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slavery in the agricultural South, going all the way back to
arguments over wording of the Declaration of Independence
and the compromises of the 1840s-1850s as new states
were admitted to the Union.
With the election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860, he
wasn't even on the ballot in the deep south states and
received zero votes for President because of fears that he,
and his Republican supporters, would implement measures
to free the slaves that were so important to the planter-class
in the South. Secession of seven deep-south states and
creation of the Confederacy and quickly followed.
North Carolina, however, did not immediately secede due to
strong Unionist sentiments held in the eastern and western
parts of the state. During the months following the election,
and while the secession of the Deep South states was in
progress, the people of North Carolina were faced with an
important political questions: Should the state join the
Confederacy that was being speedily established, or should
it remain in the Union in the hope that a compromise would
adjust the sectional difficulties? For months, a large majority
of the people chose the latter alternative, and held in check
that portion of the population that favored secession. During
the heated battle between these two factions from
November 1860 to April 1861, in which public speeches,
newspaper editorials, and pamphlets played an important
part, old party lines gradually gave way to new groupings to
which the terms Secessionist and Unionist were applied.
Despite the secession of the Deep South states and the
pleas of visiting politicians from that section, the Unionists
controlled the legislature for several months and refused to
call a secession convention, considered by many as not to
be a Constitutional process for change. Their strength
rested upon the belief that a Constitutional amendment
would assure the people of the South that slavery would be
safe from the attacks of the "abolition hordes." So long as a
majority of the people of North Carolina entertained this
belief, the Secessionists held their public meetings and
issued their newspaper editorials all in vain.
Near the end of January 1861, however, the Unionists were
weakened by the growing fear that the North would not
agree to compromise and the Secessionists gained enough
strength in the legislature to pass a bill authorizing the
people to determine whether or not a convention should be
called to consider Federal relations. The proposal for a
convention was rejected by a majority of only 194 out of
93,012 votes, while the vote in the same election for
delegates to serve if the convention should be authorized
resulted in the choice of a safe majority opposed to
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In the weeks that followed, the Secessionists gained
strength, but it was not until the firing on Fort Sumter and
Lincoln's call for troops that the Unionists were vanquished.
These events made it certain that all efforts of compromise
had failed and that North Carolina must make a prompt
choice between the Confederacy and the Union.
With amazing unanimity, the state chose the Confederacy.
Public leaders who had been pleading for the Union began
to solicit volunteers and lead them away to war. Governor
John W. Ellis, an "original Secessionist," seized the United
States forts, arsenal, and mint; closed all the coastal
lighthouses; hurried troops to Virginia; and called the
legislature into extra session. Meeting on 1 May, the
legislature approved the governor's action and called a
convention, which met twenty days later and on the first day
of its session unanimously passed an Ordinance of
Secession. Thus, North Carolina became the last state to
join the Confederacy.
Lincoln County contributed troops and leadership to the
Confederate Army. Overall, the county had over 1,300 men
who served and produced one Brigadier General and two
Major Generals:
Stephen Dodson Ramseur was born in Lincolnton
and attended school in Lincolnton and Milton. At
age sixteen, he enrolled in Davidson College.
Ramseur left Davidson in April 1856 to accept an
appointment to the U.S. Military Academy, from
which he was graduated on 1 July 1860, standing
fourteen in a class of forty-one. Commissioned a
second lieutenant, he was promoted to first
lieutenant, on 1 February 1861 but never reported to
his new command. Instead, he resigned his
commission on 6 April 1861 and offered his services
to the Confederacy.
As a captain, Ramseur reported to General John
Magruder at Yorktown, Virginia, in the spring of
1862. That April he was elected colonel of the Fortyninth North Carolina, a regiment he led in the Seven
Days' fighting before Richmond. He was severely
wounded at Malvern Hill.
Ramseur was promoted to brigadier general on 1
November 1862 and assigned a brigade in General
Robert E. Lee's Second Corps. He led his brigade at
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Wilderness,
Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor, suffering wounds on
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two occasions. During the Cold Harbor campaign he
was promoted to the rank of major general and given
a division. The promotion, which came on 1 June
1864, only one day after his twenty-seventh birthday,
made him the youngest West Pointer to attain that
rank in the Confederate army. He was wounded at
Cedar Creek, VA, on 19 October 1864. Taken
prisoner, he died the next day at Sheridan's
headquarters in Winchester. His body was returned
to Lincolnton for burial.
Robert Frederick Hoke was born in Lincolnton.
Hoke attended school in Lincolnton and was
graduated from the Kentucky Military Institute in
1854. Afterwards he returned home to help his
widowed mother manage the various family business
interests, including a cotton mill and iron works.
Hoke entered the Confederate Army as a second
lieutenant of the First North Carolina Volunteers. By
September, Hoke had attained the rank of major. He
was subsequently transferred to the Twenty-third
North Carolina and promoted to lieutenant colonel.
Following the Battle of New Bern on 14 March 1862,
Hoke assumed temporary command of the Thirtythird Regiment, since its colonel, C. M. Avery, had
been captured at New Bern. Hoke led the regiment
at Hanover Court House, the Seven Days before
Richmond, Second Manassas, and Sharpsburg.
When Avery returned to the Thirty-third, Hoke
became commander of the Twenty-first North
Carolina, Trimble's Brigade, Jubal Early's division. At
Fredericksburg in December 1862, Hoke earned
praise for his part in repulsing the Union attack on
the Confederate right. Shortly after this battle he
was promoted to brigadier general and given
command of Trimble's Brigade. During the
Chancellorsville campaign, Hoke, serving with Early
at Fredericksburg, was severely wounded.
Early 1864 found him in the eastern part of North
Carolina that had been occupied by Union forces
since March 1862, serving under General George E.
Pickett. Following yet another unsuccessful attack on
New Bern, Pickett was recalled to Virginia and Hoke
assumed command of these forces. For his capture
of Plymouth and its 3,000-man Union garrison, in
which he was aided by the ram Albemarle, Hoke was
elevated to major general. The date of his
commission and that of the battle, 20 April 1864,
were the same.

23 | L I N C O L N C O U N T Y H I S T O R I C A L G A Z E T T E E R

Site/Event

Description
After Plymouth, Hoke returned to Virginia and
assisted General Pierre G. T. Beauregard at Drewy's
Bluff and General Lee at Cold Harbor. From the
Petersburg trenches in December 1864, Hoke's men
were ordered to North Carolina to help with the
defense of Fort Fisher and Wilmington. The fort
capitulated on 15 January 1865 and the city on 22
February. Hoke remained with Joseph E. Johnston,
his superior at Bentonville, until the surrender of the
Confederate forces to General William T. Sherman
at Bennett's Farm House near Durham.
After the war Hoke was engaged in various business
enterprises (see “Lithia Springs and Inn” entry),
including gold and iron mining, insurance, and
railroads. For many years he served as a director of
the North Carolina Railroad Company. Hoke
County, North Carolina is named in his honor.
Robert Daniel Johnston was born of Scotch-Irish
descent at Mount Welcome, the Johnston family
home, in Lincoln County. Upon graduation from The
University of North Carolina in 1858, Johnston
studied law at the University of Virginia. Admitted to
the bar in North Carolina, he practiced law until the
outbreak of the Civil War.
When North Carolina seceded, Johnston was an
officer in the Beattie's Ford Rifles, a Lincoln County
militia company. He entered the Confederate Army
as a captain of Company K, Twenty-third North
Carolina Infantry.
Commissioned lieutenant colonel on 10 May 1862,
Johnston participated in the Peninsular campaign,
when he was wounded in the arm, face, and neck at
Seven Pines. On 1 September 1863, he was
promoted to brigadier general to command five North
Carolina regiments. He was captured by Union
forces in Virginia and paroled at Charlotte in May
1865.
For the next twenty years Johnston practiced law in
Charlotte. In 1887 he moved to Birmingham,
Alabama, to assume the presidency of the
Birmingham National Bank. He died in the home of a
son in Winchester, Virginia, where he was buried.
Union cavalry troops led by General George Stoneman
departed on 23 March 1865 from Knoxville, Tennessee, with
orders to "dismantle the country.” They headed east into
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North Carolina destroying towns and plundering along the
way. Then, they headed north into Virginia on 2 April,
where they destroyed 150 miles of railroad track belonging
to the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad. They re-entered North
Carolina on 9 April and traveled south to the twin towns of
Winston and Salem and then onward to High Point.
On 12 April they entered Salisbury, a major railroad hub,
military depot, and home to Salisbury Prison, the only
Confederate prison for captured Union troops in North
Carolina. The prison, which was originally meant to hold up
to 2,000 prisoners, but eventually held 10,000, had been
evacuated prior to their arrival. Nonetheless, the Union
troops set fire to the facility.
The cavalry division, minus Palmer’s brigade (since Palmer
had been sent to destroy railroad track in the direction of
Charlotte), left Salisbury on April 13 for Statesville. By
nightfall, the advance guard entered that town, firing as they
went. Statesville was only occupied just long enough to
destroy some government stores and the railroad depot.
The office of the Iredell Express,”…a paper which was
considered obnoxious from the warmth with which it had
advocated the cause of the Confederacy,” was also burned.
The Federals left, headed west. After midnight on 14 April,
Palmer’s Brigade arrived at Statesville, fresh from their
successful raid toward Charlotte and the South Carolina
border. The brigade remained in Statesville until 17 April,
skirmishing with local bands of defenders. Palmer was then
ordered to watch the line of the Catawba Valley to help
prevent the Confederates from using the ridges and valleys
in the area for guerrilla warfare.
Moving to the town of Lincolnton, Palmer captured a large
trunk of valuables, including $2,000 in gold. Upon
discovering that the trunk belonged to Mrs. Zebulon Vance,
wife of the governor of North Carolina, Palmer collected
"every article and every cent" and returned the trunk to her
with his compliments.
The Federals continued moving north and west, and, on
Easter Sunday, Stoneman’s men reached the town of
Lenoir. Stoneman's troops called Lenoir a "rebellious little
hole," sentencing it to receive its full share of punishment.
Stoneman’s presence, however, prevented the troops from
excessive behavior.
Reports of Lee's surrender at Appomattox prompted
Stoneman to consider that his mission was complete and he
and his troops began their return to Tennessee on 19 April
1865, the same day that Confederate General Joseph E.
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Johnston surrendered his troops (the last Confederate army
in the field) to Sherman at Durham, North Carolina,
effectively ending the War.
Until the Civil War, the South’s economy was based not on
trade and industrial production, which tend to spur city
development, but on agriculture. Early Southern "urban
centers" were villages and small towns like Lincolnton.
Defeat in the Civil War and the end of slavery led Southern
leaders to push for non-agricultural development. The
decades following the war were ballyhooed as the "New
South Era," and saw a radical transformation in the
character of the region. The South developed a
manufacturing base, resting largely on cotton textile
production, and the small towns and villages grew rapidly
into cities. Inland industrial centers surpassed the old ports
in importance and population.

Commercial Historical
District, Lincolnton

The Lincolnton Commercial Historic District is a national
historic district, roughly bounded by Pine St., Poplar St.,
Church St. and W. Courthouse Square. The district
encompasses approximately twenty-two acres made up of
all or part of twelve city blocks comprising Lincolnton’s
historic commercial and governmental center. Of the
district’s eighty resources, seventy-five are buildings, most
of which are commercial in original use and character. The
non-commercial buildings include two government buildings
(the county courthouse and a former city hall and fire
station), three church-related buildings, a railroad depot (the
C&NW freight station, now demolished), four industryrelated buildings, and two houses. There are also five small
vacant lots and three parking lots.
The sixty-four resources (eighty percent) that contribute to
the historic and architectural character of the district date
from about 1900 to 1955. Two of the district’s resources, the
Lincoln County Courthouse and the First United Methodist
Church, are listed in the National Register.

Confederate Memorial

A small Confederate memorial, shown below, is located on
the west lawn of Courthouse Square in Lincolnton. The
memorial is a classical granite table-type monument with
four rectangular pillars sitting on a granite and inlaid marble
base. A marble water fountain is set on a marble-tile floor in
the center of the monument.
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The memorial was presented to Lincoln County by W. A.
Graham, Commissioner of Agriculture for North Carolina, on
behalf of the Wallace Reinhardt Chapter of the Children of
the Confederacy, and dedicated on 11 May 1911. Unlike
most Confederate memorials, it does not attempt to glorify
the debunked “lost cause” of the Confederacy, but is simply
a memorial to the Confederate soldiers from Lincoln County
who died during the War. In fact, most people today, even
those who drink from the fountain, don’t realize that it's a
Confederate memorial.
Crouse

An incorporated town located in southeast Howards Creek
Township, centered on the intersection of NC 150
(Business) and Pleasant Grove Church Road (SR 1177).
The area was settled about 1840.
Reportedly, the town is named for Dr. W. L. Kraus
(anglicized as “Crouse”), a physician who built the first
house in the community. A post office was established
there in 1881 and the current Crouse Post Office is located
at 2715 West Old NC 150 Highway.

Daniels

A community centered on the Daniels church at 3170
Reepsville Road (SR 1113). The church is Evangelical
Lutheran was organized in 1774 when a group of six men

conveyed a parcel of land to the united congregations
of Lutherans and Dutch Presbyterians (Reformed) in
the area.

The current building, constructed in 1888, is third on site.
The first church the church was known as School House

Church until 1830 when it was named Daniels Church.
The first church on the property was a log structure,
which remained in use until 1845. The subsequent
frame building was utilized until 1888 by the two
congregations. At that time the Lutherans build a
separate brick church which was dedicated in 1889.
The Reformed brethren continued to use the older
church until 1894, when they left the property and built
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and new chapel elsewhere.

Denver, formerly known as Dry Pond, is a censusdesignated place and unincorporated community located in
the Catawba Springs Township, stretching along NC 16
(Business) from NC 150 in the north to NC 73 in the south.
The community is centered at the intersection of NC 16
(Business) and SR 1373.
There was a Dry Pond post office established in 1836,
although it was moved across the line into Catawba County
in December 1868. In 1874, a new post office within Lincoln
County was opened. The current post office is located at
3593 Denver Drive.
In 1873, in an attempt to attract a railroad spur and thinking
that the moniker "Dry Pond" didn't present a nice enough
image, headmaster of the local Rock Springs Seminary
(Academy), D. Matt Thompson, led the effort to have the
community renamed for the capital of Colorado, which was
then petitioning for statehood at the time. And, in 1877 the
town of Denver was officially incorporated in the state of
North Carolina.
But, Denver’s efforts to attract the railroads failed. Without
the railroads, growth of the small town was stymied and,
ultimately, it became too poor to even maintain its streets. In
1971, Denver lost its incorporated status when the State of
North Carolina rescinded the charters of several inactive
N.C. cities. Recent attempts to garner support to again
incorporate the town been unsuccessful.
With the creation of Lake Norman in the 1960s and the
growth of Charlotte since 1990, Denver has become the
center of a large suburban residential community that is still
growing rapidly.

Dora

An unincorporated community located in east-central North
Brook Township, centered on the intersection of Lackey
Road (SR 1138) and Hoover Farm Road (SR 1127). A post
office was established here in 1898 and closed in 1904.
Within North Carolina, the name “Dora” is unique and the
basis for naming the community in Lincoln County is, as yet,
unknown. Beyond North Carolina, there are another sixteen
communities named Dora located throughout the United
States.

Face Jugs

Throughout Lincoln County (and most of the Catawba River
Valley), “face jugs,” as illustrated below, are widely collected
and displayed as representative of Catawba Valley potters
and their work.
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Research, presented in the book Valley Ablaze, Pottery
Tradition in the Catawba Valley, published by the Lincoln
County Historical Association, finds that pottery production
started in the Catawba Valley in the 18th century as white
settlers arrived and came into its own in the 19th century as
the county population grew.
Most of the original potters worked only part-time to produce
a range of utilitarian, unadorned pots for use by families in
rural areas of Lincoln, Catawba, and Burke counties. The
need for utilitarian pots shrank during the early 20th century,
as the use glass jars and metal vessels became affordable,
and pottery making in the region significantly reduced. By
the 1930s, almost all of the potteries in the area has ceased
operation.
The man credited for resurrecting pottery making in the
traditional manner in the Catawba Valley was Burlon B.
Craig (1914-2002), who lived at Cat Square. Starting in
1945, Craig, who worked in a furniture factory and farmed,
began to turn pots in his spare time, firing them in a woodfired “ground hog” kiln left over from the Reinhardt pottery,
that had closed years before, located beside his house. In
the tradition of earlier Catawba Valley potters, Craig’s
pottery was alkaline glazed earthenware. After 1960, he
was the only potter working in the Catawba valley turning
traditional utilitarian pottery.
Sometime in the 1970s, Craig began to incorporate more
decorative features into his pots including throwing “face
jugs” and, to a lesser extent, “snake jugs.” In the years that
followed, younger potters, following Craig’s example, began
producing a fair quantity of face jugs that appealed to
tourists and some collectors, and quickly became the
trademark of Catawba Valley pottery. (Today, the large face
jugs that line East Main Street in Lincolnton pay homage to
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importance of pottery-making in the county.)
However, face jugs did not originate in the Catawba Valley,
nor with Burlon Craig. The tradition of pottery with faces
dates back to Egyptian and Mesopotamian times and
appears in many other cultures. There are examples of face
pottery in ancient Greece and Pre-Columbian America.
Early European examples date from the 13th century when
the German stoneware Bartmann jug was popular in late
medieval and Renaissance periods. Later, the British Toby
Jug was became a popular form of face jug that was massproduced.
There are conflicting accounts, multiple stories, and varying
theories about the first face jugs in the U.S. One account
lists an unknown potter in Massachusetts as the creator of
the first face jug in the U.S. Another account traces the first
face jugs to African American slaves who worked on
plantations in the South. This theory suggests that these
early face jugs were used as grave markers by the slaves,
particularly in South Carolina, to ward off evil spirits. A
South Carolina potter, who can trace his ancestors to
slavery, states that "the idea was that the face jug would be
ugly enough to scare the devil away from your grave so your
soul could go to heaven."
What is known is that in the early part of the 19th century,
face jugs were adopted by white potters. The practice of
making face jugs spread throughout South Carolina
(especially in the Edgefield District) and into Georgia, North
Carolina, Tennessee, etc. in the 20th century. This can be
attributed to the downturn in profit for the white potters from
conventional churns and storage jars. To avoid going out of
business, these potters started making unique items such
as miniatures and face jugs, since they appealed to the
increasing tourist trade and could be sold at higher prices.
The purpose of the face jugs also evolved. They became
known as “ugly jugs” in the 1920s and were often used to
store alcohol, becoming ever uglier in an attempt to identify
the contents and frighten children.
There has been continued interest in face jugs throughout
the 20th century, primarily centered around two prominent
potters: Burlon Craig of Lincoln County and Lanier Meaders
of Georgia. However it wasn't until the 1970s and early
1980s, when there was an upscale interest in American folk
lore by university academics, that the works of Craig and
Meaders were exposed to a larger American audience. The
popularity of these two potters surged and the face jug, as
an art form, experienced a renaissance. In Lincoln County,
Burlon Craig’s home, this has been especially true.
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Today, potters throughout the Catawba Valley continue the
tradition of firing alkaline glazed earthenware and most
produce at least some face jugs.

Flay

An unincorporated community located in south-central North
Brook Township, centered on the intersection of NC 274
and Flay Road (SR 1140). A post office was established
here in 1902 and closed in 1906. The origin of the
community name is, as yet, unknown.

Goodsonville

See “Boger City” entry.

Henry

An unincorporated community located in northwest Howards
Creek Township, centered on the intersection of Cat Square
Road (SR 1002) and Henry Road. A post office was
established here in 1886 and closed in 1924. The
community may have been named after the Henry Fork
River, which runs nearby.

High Shoals

High Shoals is an incorporated town located in (now)
Gaston County and named for the high rock and sand shoal
across the South Fork of the Catawba River. The
community dates to the 1780s as part of Lincoln County
when the discovery of iron ore brought settlers to the area.
John Fulenwider founded High Shoals Ironworks about
1795 and the business flourished until 1875.

Hospital

Lincoln County is currently served by a 101 bed general
hospital operated by Atrium Health and located on the east
side of Lincolnton on McAlister Drive. Completed in 2010,
the hospital maintains a link to local history with the
building’s exterior design that contains 300,000 reclaimed
bricks from a portion of the Belding-Hausman Mill.
This hospital was preceded by three other county hospitals,
all located in Lincolnton:
Crowell Hospital: Of major importance to the
community was the opening of Lincoln's first hospital
(and only the sixth general hospital in North
Carolina) on 11 Mar 1907.
Dr. Lester A. Crowell Sr. (1867-1954) responded to a
long-time community need when he and Dr. R.W.
Petrie opened the Lincoln Hospital at 816 South
Aspen Street. It was the county’s only hospital until
1930, when the Reeves Gamble Hospital opened on
East Main Street.
After a couple of years, Dr. Petrie sold his interest in
the hospital to Dr. Crowell, who continued to practice
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medicine there until his death, all the while living in a
two-story house across the street.
The original building was expanded to the west in
the 1910s to a total of 12-15 beds capacity (records
vary) and in 1925 a significant addition was
constructed, expanding it to 40 beds. By the early
1984, when it closed, the hospital had 93 beds
capacity.
In 1936, the hospital was incorporated and re-named
the Gordon Crowell Memorial Hospital in memory of
Dr. Gordon Bryan Crowell. He was a son of hospital
founder Dr. Crowell and a member of the hospital
medical staff who had died unexpectedly at the age
of thirty in 1926.
From the hospital's earliest years until the end of
World War II, a nursing school was operated in
conjunction with the hospital and Dr. Crowell built a
one-and-a-half-story frame bungalow at 701 South
Aspen Street as a residence for the nurses and
nursing students.
After Dr. Crowell’s death in 1954, the Crowell family
continued to operate the hospital until 1972, when it
was sold to a American Medical International (AMI),
an investor-owned hospital management firm. AMI,
in turn, closed the hospital in 1984 and, in 1985, the
facility was sold to become the Brian Nursing Center.
The facility was finally closed when the Brian
Nursing Center moved to a new building on South
Generals Blvd.
Today the building, parts of which are derelict, is
privately owned and used primarily as a residence
since zoning restrictions prevent its being
redeveloped for commercial uses.
Reeves Gamble Hospital: Dr. John Reeves
Gamble, Sr., and his brother, Dr. Jesse Frank
Gamble, opened the Gamble Clinic in June 1930 on
East Main Street in Lincolnton. In 1933, it was
reorganized under the Duke Endowment and
renamed the Reeves Gamble Hospital, Inc.
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There was an addition to the hospital in 1934,
increasing the capacity to 25 beds and equipping it
with an x-ray machine, laboratory, operating room,
and sterilizing equipment. At the time, it was one of
the most modern hospitals in the state. Dr. Reeves
Gamble died in 1942 and just a year later, Dr. Frank
Gamble passed away.
In 1948, Dr. John Reeves Gamble, Jr., came to
practice in Lincolnton and became president of the
Reeves Gamble Hospital. Dr. Gamble was called to
serve in the Army in 1954 and the hospital closed
until his return in 1956.
The hospital continued to grow in the 1960s and it
became apparent that additional expansions were
needed. But, Dr. Gamble decided that what was
really needed was an entirely new hospital.
Dr. Gamble donated the land for the Lincoln County
Hospital and contributed at least a half million dollars
in cash, plus at least that much more in equipment,
to get the new hospital going. The last patient of the
Reeves Gamble Hospital was transferred to the
Lincoln County Hospital in November 1969.
The building was sold at public auction in 1972, and
purchased by Mary Ruth "Pris" Mauney. She
renamed it the Mauney Building, and for a time it
operated as a rooming house. Mauney built a small
restaurant on one side of the building and remodeled
the annex on the other side for retail use. Mauney
later converted the main building to professional
offices.
Lincoln County Hospital: Constructed in 19681969 on Gamble Drive, this hospital took advantage
of funding provided by the Hill-Burton Act, along with
the significant contributions by Dr. John Reeves
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The Hill-Burton Act provided construction grants and
loans to communities that could demonstrate
viability, based on their population and per capita
income, in the building of health care facilities. The
idea was to build hospitals where they were needed
and where they would be sustainable once their
doors were open.
This hospital was originally owned and operated by
the county, but in 2000, it signed a management
services agreement with Carolinas Medical Center
(CMC) that had started in Charlotte as the
management arm of Charlotte Memorial Hospital
(constructed in 1940). CMC was later renamed
Carolina HealthCare System (CHS) and the Lincoln
County Hospital officially became part of CHS in
2006. In 2018, Carolina HealthCare was renamed
Atrium HealthCare.
The 1969 Lincoln County Hospital was closed in
2010 and the building was partially demolished. The
remainder portion was extensively renovated and
expanded in 2014-2015 to serve the Lincoln County
Department of Health. The remaining hospital site is
in the process of being redeveloped for the new
Lincoln County Courthouse (see “Lincoln County
Courthouse” entry).
Howard’s Creek Mill

Water-powered mills that produced cornmeal and/or flour
were common in the 19th and early 20th centuries in Lincoln
County, but Howard’s Creek Mill is the only one still
standing (out of the 13 mills listed by the State Department
of Agriculture as operating in 1904). Roads, until well into
the 20th century, were few in number and poor in condition,
so local mills met the need of nearby residents for grinding
wheat and corn into flours. However, after 1920, as roads
improved, grocery stores came into existence, and the
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economic status of farmers improved, the need for these
mills began to fade.
The Howard’s Creek Mill project was initiated on 16 June
1897 when the Howard’s Creek Milling Company was
formally organized. By December 1898, a dam had been
built across the shoals in Howard’s Creek, the mill house
constructed, and the mill’s machinery installed.
The company paid Eli Mosteller $60 a year for overseeing
the mill and hired John Goins as miller in 1901. For his
services, Goins received one-fourth toll of all wheat and
corn ground at the mill. He may not have been satisfied with
this arrangement because his brother, Oscar Austin “Aus”
Goins, was hired as miller in 1904. He received $10 a month
and board at E.I. Mosteller’s house.
In 1906, John Goins returned as miller and remained so
until 1922 when he was replaced again by his brother. By
then, the miller’s salary was $300 a year. The mill
continued in operation until the mid-20th century, but was
then closed down (expect for being used as a Halloween
“haunted house” for many years).
Sometime in the 1970s, heavy rains caused flooding along
Howard’s Creek and the mill’s waterwheel was ripped from
its foundations and now rests downstream of mill property
on the creek bank.
The mill is located at 717 Howards Mill Road (SR 1194),
between Reepsville Road and NC 27, and is in near-derelict
condition, as shown by the following photo.

It is currently owned by Shaun and Jane Peet, who are
working to clean up the mill site and to stabilize the building.
After that, plans are fluid, but their goal is to return it some
function serving Lincoln County.
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An unincorporated community located in central North Brook
Township, centered on the intersection of NC 27 and NC
274. A post office was established here in 1876 and closed
in 1905.
The community is named after the Hull family who settled in
the area. Benjamin Hull Sr. and his family migrated to
Lincoln County, North Carolina by June 1792, when he is
found in land records of the county. Benjamin, born in 1740,
was already over fifty years old when he acquired his first
piece of land in Lincoln County. Family tradition states that
“he came to North Carolina with only a sack of grain on his
back.” That may have been his only possession, but we
presume that his family came with him or followed soon
thereafter. He died at Hulls Crossroads in 1835.

Iron Furnaces and
Forges

The Directory of the Iron and Steel Works of the United
States in 1892 listed the following iron furnaces in Lincoln
County:
Vesuvius Furnace: Located north of NC 73 on
Vesuvius Furnace Road (SR 1382) on 700 acres,
which also includes a large house of the same
name, was built by Joseph Graham about 1792.
The site is privately owned and is known as
Vesuvius Vineyard, a popular wedding venue.
Graham continued the furnace operation until 1834,
when he is said to have transferred the business to
his sons John Davidson and Alfred. Joseph then
built a new house, Elm Wood Farm, about a mile
from Vesuvius Furnace and lived there until his
death in 1836.
Alfred Graham died unexpectedly in 1835 and in
1847 John Davidson Graham conveyed Vesuvius
Furnace to his sons, Joseph Montrose Graham and
James Franklin Graham.
They conveyed it to Charles C. Graham, who sold it
to E. and A. Brevard in 1851. Brevard's nephews,
Alexander F. and Ephraim J. Brevard, sold Vesuvius
Furnace to James Madison Smith in 1857 for
$19,500 and it remained in the Smith family until the
beginning of the twentieth century.
Madison-Derr Furnace: Peter Forney erected the
cold-blast Madison-Derr Iron Furnace in 1809 on the
north bank of Leepers Creek on SR1350 in Pumpkin
Center. The charcoal-fired furnace was rebuilt in
1855.
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In its heyday, the Madison-Derr Iron Furnace
produced large iron slabs known as “firebacks” that
were put in fireplaces to help radiate heat and
protect the structure housing the fireplace. The
furnace also produced farming implements and
cannonballs used in the War of 1812, among other
things.
The 1870 census described the operation as a
furnace with a capacity of 1-2/3 tons that was
powered with a single water wheel. At that time, one
month of operation yielded 83 tons of pig iron and 50
tons of cast iron from 250 tons of iron ore, 11,112
bushels of charcoal and 21 tons of limestone.
The Madison-Derr Iron Furnace was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places on 10 January
2019.
Rehoboth Furnace: Alexander Brevard built
Rehoboth Furnace near his Mt. Tirzah Forge, on SR
1355, not far from Iron Station, about 1814. He
manufactured and sold iron until his death in 1829
and the business remained in the family, despite
declining profits, until about 1870. It was fired by
John Leonard & Co. of New York intermittently from
1875 through 1882 and may have been fired from
time to time until 1920.
Stonewall Furnace: Built by James Madison Smith,
who also owned and operated the Vesuvius
Furnace, on Adams Creek in 1861/1862 off NC 150
at Pumpkin Center, the furnace operated until about
1873.

Iron Station

An incorporated town located in south-central Ironton
Township, centered on the intersection of NC 27 and Low
Bridge Road (SR 1314).
Settled about 1789, it is named for the many iron furnaces
and forges located within 10 miles of the town. Previously
known as Sharon, a post office was established here in
1867 and the current post office is located at 4832 East
Highway 27.

Johnson

This unincorporated community is located in south-central
Howards Creek Township, centered on the intersection of
NC 27 and Shoal Road (SR 1002). The origin of the
community name, as yet, has not been determined.

Johnstown

This unincorporated community is located in south-central
Howards Creek Township, centered on the intersection of
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NC 182 and Shoal Road (SR 1002). The origin of the
community name, as yet, has not been determined.
An unincorporated community located in central Catawba
Springs Township, centered on Kidville Road (SR 1381).
This area was originally named Ballard in honor of John H.
Ballard, who was postmaster in 1881-1882. In 1882, the
name changed to Kidville and remained such until the post
office there closed in 1912. The origin of the community
name, as yet, has not been determined.

Laboratory

An unincorporated community located in south-central
Lincolnton Township, centered on the intersection of
Southside Church Road (SR 1253) and Laboratory Road
(SR 1238-1251), named, obviously, for the Laboratory Mill
(see entry below).

Laboratory Historic
District

A national historic district located at Laboratory, North
Carolina that encompasses seven contributing buildings and
two contributing structures associated with the Laboratory
Cotton Mill and its founder and owner, Daniel Efrid Rhyne.
They include the Laboratory Cotton Mill (1887), the
Laboratory Cotton Mill Reservoir (c1887), the Daniel E.
Rhyne House (1894), and the Hoke-Rhyne House (c1844).

Laboratory Mill

The Schenck-Warlick Mill, erected about 1815, was the first
cotton mill built in North Carolina and an important factor in
the emergence of the southern textile industry. Michael
Schenck, a Pennsylvania native, arrived in Lincoln County
about 1790 and established a small cotton-spinning mill,
located on McDaniels Creek, about one mile east of
Lincolnton. Some pieces of the machinery for the facility
were purchased in Providence, Rhode Island, while others
were crafted locally by Absalom Warlick, a skilled iron
worker and a relative of Schenck's wife.
There is uncertainty about the actual start date for this
operation. The only document relating to the mill is dated
1816, referencing building new cotton machinery, but it also
refers to a previous cotton machine at the site that was
known as McDaniel's Spring. The reported 1815 date
comes from recollections by a grandson (Judge David
Schenck) in 1867, who was not born until 1835.
A flood destroyed the mill and the nearby dam in 1816, but
Schenck promptly joined with Warlick to rebuild. Within 12
months, a larger mill was in operation on Warlick's land
below the original site. It was placed on Mill Branch, two
miles east of Lincolnton. This proved profitable enough for
Schenck to send to Providence, Rhode Island, for improved
machinery, which was put into operation at the same site.
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This mill was abandoned in late 1818 and its equipment
moved to a new, larger mill constructed in 1819 at Rattling
Shoals on the South Fork of the Catawba River, about two
miles south of Lincolnton. It was then known as the Lincoln
(or Lincolnton) Cotton Factory. Michael Schenck, Dr. James
Bivings, and Col. John Hoke were the initial owners. At
some point, the mill was expanded by adding wool carding
capacity.
Apparently, Schenck and Bivings sold their interests during
1835, when the ownership firm was renamed Hoke, Schenk
& Bivings. In 1845, Hoke’s son-in-law L.D. Childs acquired
the mill and operated it along with John F. Hoke for some
time. In 1860, the census indicates that the cotton mill was
operated by Pixley & Sachrist, apparently until it burned in
1861, followed by the destruction of the wool carding mill in
1863 when the Confederate medical laboratory to
manufacture drugs from indigenous plants was built on the
site.
Confederate Surgeon General Samuel Preston Moore hired
Dr. Aaron Snowden Piggot (1822-1869) in 1862 to establish
a medical laboratory to manufacture medicines for
Confederate troops. Piggot was appointed on 19 July 1862
as Superintendent of Laboratories at Richmond's medical
purveying department and a new laboratory was suggested
to be placed in Charlotte, North Carolina.
In late 1862, officers in the Charlotte medical purveying
depot set up some sort of a medical laboratory in a building
on the grounds of the North Carolina Military Institute there.
Thus, Piggot was freed to choose another location for his
medical manufacturing facility (or “laboratory”).
By April 1863, Piggot decided to locate the facility near
Lincolnton, on the south bank of the South Fork of the
Catawba River where the Schenck-Warlick Mill had been
built.
Ruins of the Schenk-Warlock mill structures were
demolished and by April 1863 construction had begun.
Piggot got his official assignment as surgeon at the
Lincolnton Laboratory site on 1 June 1863 and the
laboratory opened in late 1863 (although construction
continued late into the War). Piggott worked closely with the
Confederate Navy Yard at Charlotte and received
equipment from the North Carolina Military Institute there.
Piggott’s laboratory produced a comprehensive list of drugs.
The laboratory’s “botanical garden” included poppies for
opium and helped produce various sulfuric acids in
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conjunction with the Confederate acid laboratory in
Charlotte.
Despite the services that Piggott and the lab provided for
the Confederate military, locals remained suspicious of him,
and often treated him with an attitude he described as
“absurd prejudice.” Exactly how this animosity originated
remains unclear, but Piggott wrote that the locals had issued
“numerous threats” that he did not “consider idle.”
Strict secrecy was maintained at the facility and an aura of
mystery surrounded it. Lt. A.P. James and the men of
Company A, “McCorkle’s Battalion,” North Carolina Senior
Reserves, were assigned to provide security for the site.
Because of the tight security and the local availability of
saltpeter and charcoal, some historians have speculated
that the laboratory may have been used also for the
production of gunpowder.
Piggott and his laboratory were captured by Union forces on
27 April 1865. He received a parole on 24 July and returned
home to Maryland, where he became a professor of
chemistry at the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery.
The Lincolnton Laboratory site sat idle until 1887, when
Daniel Efrid Rhyne and his brother-in-law James Alonzo
Abernethy moved from Mt. Holly, Gaston, North Carolina,
where Rhyne had assisted his brother Abel Rhyne in the
construction and operation of the Mt. Holly Cotton Mill
(1875) and the Tuckaseegee Mill (1883). Rhyne and
Abernethy built a mill that encompassed the facility used by
the Confederate government. Aptly named the Laboratory
Cotton Mills, this operation boasted 2,000 spindles and
manufactured long staple cotton into yarn, along with doing
some wool carding.
Around 1893, Abernethy sold his interest in Laboratory Mill
to Rhyne, but the two then went in together to build the
Lincoln Cotton Mill at South Side, a half mile downriver from
Laboratory Mill. Around 1895, Mr. Abernethy sold his
interest in the Lincoln Cotton Mill to Robert Love. Not long
after, Mr. Rhyne purchased the entire property and became
the sole owner of both the Laboratory and Lincoln cotton
mills, which he continued to own and operate the rest of his
life.
In 1938, the two mills were merged as The Rhyne Mills,
Incorporated. Operation of both mills ended after 1997.
The mill sat idle until 2014 when the site was purchased by
Cyndi and John Dellinger. The couple have done significant
renovation and preservation of the building and it now
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serves as a venue for weddings and other special events.
Since its founding, Lincoln County’s eastern boundary has
been the Catawba River. Today, however, much of the river
is submerged below the waters of Lake Norman, created by
the Cowans Ford Dam, completed in 1963.
Lake Norman was named after Norman Cocke, former
president of Duke Power Company (now Duke Energy).
The lake is the largest manmade body of fresh water in
North Carolina. It has 520 miles of shoreline and a surface
area of more than 32,475 acres. Its waters power the
generators at Cowans Ford Hydroelectric Station and
provide cooling for the Marshall Steam Station (coal- and
natural gas-fired boilers) and the McGuire Nuclear Station.
There are only two road bridges that cross Lake Norman on
east-west roads that serve Lincoln County: NC 73 in the
south, where Cowan’s Ford was located, and NC 150 in the
north, near the location of Sherrill’s Ford in (now) Catawba
County.

Lake Sylvia

From 1920 until the early days of WWII, Lake Sylvia was
popular summer recreational venue for Lincolnton and the
surrounding area. Constructed as a “swim park,” the lake
was created by damming a natural depression that
contained two springs and a small creek that entered from
the northeast. The lake had marked swim areas, a twostory diving platform, and a long wooden walkway over the
water. It was located just off Laboratory Road, south of
downtown Lincolnton, on (now) Lake Sylvia Road.

Laurel Hill

An unincorporated community located in northwest North
Brook Township, centered on the intersection of NC 18 and
NC 10.
Another three North Carolina communities are named
Laurel Hill, located in Buncombe, Richmond and Scotland
counties. The origin of the community name, as yet, has not
been determined.

Lincoln County
Courthouse

When Tryon County was divided in 1779, Tryon Court
House, a small town southwest of Lincolnton (now in Gaston
County), fell within the newly-established Lincoln County
and the courts of Lincoln were held there until April 1783.
The courts for part of the years 1783 and 1784 were held at
the house of Capt. Nicholas Friday, whose residence stood
on the east side of the South Fork of the Catawba River,
seven miles south of Lincolnton. The courts of July and
October sessions of 1784 were held at the house of Henry
Dellinger and his spring house was designated as the
"gaol." The site of Henry Dellinger's home is Magnolia, six
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miles southeast of Lincolnton. The hamlet of Tryon Court
House never amounted to much since Tryon County was
abolished only four years after Tryon Court House was
established as the county seat.
The Legislative Act establishing Lincoln County appointed
commissioners to select a convenient and central location
and to construct a court house and prison. In 1782 and
1784, new commissioners were appointed, as the
previously-appointed commissioners had failed to act. In
1785, Lincolnton was established on land selected for the
county seat, and it has been the county seat ever since.
The current courthouse, shown below, is located at the
center of Courthouse Square in Lincolnton and was
constructed in 1921-1923 following the design of Raleigh
architect James A. Salter. Designed as a three-story,
Classical Revival style building, it has a taller central section
flanked by flat roofed wings, matching “pedimented
hexastyle” Doric type porticoes on the front and rear of the
center section, and a Doric frieze along its sides. The
building was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1979 and is located within the Lincolnton
Commercial Historic District.

There were three previous courthouses on this same site.
The first courthouse was built of logs In 1786 and then clad
with wood board siding in 1788. It was then demolished in
1810 for a new, larger brick building. The 1810 courthouse
was replaced with a Classical Revival style brick structure
in 1853, shown below.
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A new, larger courthouse (shown below) is currently (2021)
under construction to replace the existing building.
However, It is not located on Courthouse Square, but
rather directly behind the Lincoln County Health
Department on Gamble Drive in southeast Lincolnton. It
faces north and a new road provides an entrance to the
courthouse parking area.

No decision has yet been made on the future use of the
1923 courthouse after the new one is completed.
Lincoln County History
Museum

Located on the third floor of the Lincoln Cultural Center at
403 E. Main Street in Lincolnton and operated by the
Lincoln County Historical Association, this small museum
maintains both permanent and temporary exhibits that
illustrate aspects of county history and includes a library that
can be used for family history research.

Lincoln County Industrial
Park

As the US 321 interstate quality connector road was
completed in 1998 (see “Roads and Highways” entry),
development of the Lincoln County Industrial Park (LCIP)
began. A North Carolina Certified Industrial Site, LCIP is a
680 acre, master planned, manufacturing and distribution
community located approximately 18 miles south of I-40 and
15 miles north of I-85, adjacent to US 321. LCIP is currently
home to 17 buildings totaling over 4.4 million square feet.

Lincolnton, City of

Located in the central part of Lincolnton Township near the
site of the Revolutionary War battle at Ramsour’s Mill,
Lincolnton was established in 1785 as the county seat of
Lincoln County. A post office was established there in 1795
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and the current post office is located at 326 East Main St.
Lincolnton is the only incorporated municipality in Lincoln
County.
In 1816, growth had continued to the point where the
General Assembly authorized the laying off of additional lots
in the town on land previously set aside, reserving tracts for
an academy and a church. The sale of town lots provided
for the construction of the Pleasant Retreat Academy for
male students (see “Pleasant Retreat Academy” entry).
Several years later a female academy was constructed (see
“Lincolnton Female Academy” entry).
According to the Lincoln Courier, by 1845 five attorneys
maintained offices along East Main Street, six physicians
had their offices along both East and West Main Street, and
merchants surrounded the courthouse. Additionally the town
supported four hotels, four grocers, three tailors, a
watchmaker and jeweler, a printer, three saddle and
harness makers, five coach factories, five African American
smiths, a cabinetmaker, two tanners, two hat manufacturers,
two shoemakers, and a coppersmith, as well as five
carpenters and two brick masons.
Growth in Lincolnton’s population remained slow during the
mid-nineteenth century and the town did not grow at all
throughout the second half of the century, remaining static
at about 850 people. In 1887, the editor of the Lincoln
Courier wrote that “Lincolnton is not dead. Her condition is
simply comatose….”
But, with the beginning of the 20th century, Lincolnton
began to flourish. A variety of new businesses improved the
local economy, yet they were surpassed in their economic
impact by the growing number of textile mills located in and
around Lincolnton that took advantage of the South Fork of
the Catawba River. The town’s population increased from
828 in 1900 to 2,413 in 1910; by 1920 it had reached 3,390.
The early twentieth century saw building activity greatly
increase in Lincolnton, with brick stores replacing frame
structures around Courthouse Square and increased use of
electricity to power industry.
But, after WWII, growth again slowed (see “World War II”
entry) and the city actually lost population from 1960
through 1990. Growth picked-up after 1990 and the current
city population is 11,200 (2019 estimate).

Lincolnton Female
Academy

The Lincolnton Female Academy was chartered by the state
in 1821 and was later granted a 4 acre site for its
construction on the south side of Lincolnton on South
Academy Street. The cost of construction of the new school
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was met by selling town lots, authorized by the state in
1823. A two story building, 40 feet by 25 feet, was built in
1826-1827 for the school.
In 1907, the Lincolnton Graded School was erected on the
site of the Female Academy at the southwest corner of East
Congress and South Academy streets. the Academy no
long stands, having been demolished for a parking lot.

Lincolnton Male
Academy

See “Pleasant Retreat Academy” entry.

Lincolnton Post Office
Mural

"Threshing Grain,” a mural located in the Lincolnton Post
Office, was painted by Richard H. Jansen in 1938. The
mural measures 14' wide by 4'6" high.

Jansen used oil on canvas and painted "Threshing Grain" in
his studio in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The canvas mural was
later transported to Lincolnton by train.
In a handwritten letter dated 18 September 1937, Jansen
suggested an agricultural theme "…as I felt I couldn't go
wrong, since the town is certainly bound up with the county
around it." Though grain was (and still is) cultivated in
Lincoln County, undoubtedly the wheat grown in Wisconsin
and the Great Plains more influenced Jansen's creative
process. Jansen received $610 for painting the mural,
funded by the Section of Fine Arts under the Treasury
Department.
On 9 June 1938, Postmaster J.F. Seagle announced in the
Lincoln County News that the mural had been placed in the
west end of the building. In 2004, conservation efforts
resulted in cleaning and repairing the canvas.
Lithia Springs and Inn

After he returned home from the Civil War, Robert F. Hoke,
who had been a Major General in the Confederate army,
was diagnosed with Bright’s disease. [Bright’s disease was
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an historical classification of kidney diseases that is
described in modern medicine as acute or chronic nephritis.
It was characterized by swelling and the presence of
albumin in the urine, and was frequently accompanied by
high blood pressure and heart disease.] Hoke was told to
drink “lithia water,” found at the Lithia Springs that bubbled
up through lithium-bearing rock (see “Mining” entry) located
approximately 1-1/2 miles southeast of Lincolnton. Hoke
was evidently so impressed with lithia water that he built a
cottage near the springs in 1880 and used it as his summer
residence. He later built the Lithia Inn adjacent to his
cottage and created the Lithia Water Company to sell the
water to the public. The inn was frequented by travelers
passing through the area and, reportedly, people came from
all over the Southeast because the spring water had lithium
in it.
The Robert F. Hoke Cottage is located at 1200 General
Hoke Drive, just off Lithia Inn Road, south of the Lincolnton
Country Club. After Hoke’s death in 1912, the Cottage was
used by the Inn Manager as his residence. The inn has
been demolished and the cottage and springs are now
private property.
A heavily wooded area located to the east of the cottage
shades one of the property's original lithia springs. The
spring is enclosed by a cinder block building built after
Daniel E. Rhyne acquired the property in 1920. Rhyne
continued to operate the inn and a water-bottling operation
until his death in 1933, also utilizing his spring water in the
bottling of a number of popular soft drinks of the era.

Long Shoals

An unincorporated community located in southeast
Lincolnton Township, centered on the intersection of
Southside Road (SR 1243) and Long Shoals Road (SR
1242), settled before 1901. Named for the shoals in the
South Fork of the Catawba River at that point.

Lowesville

An unincorporated community and census-designated place
located in south-central Catawba Springs Township,
centered on the intersection of NC 16 (Business) and Gold
Hill Church Road (SR 1545). In 2019, the population was
3,208.
Originally known as Forneys in honor of Jacob Forney,
postmaster when the post office was established in 1832,
the name was changed to Castania Grove in 1853. In 1877,
the name was changed to Lowesville when David L. Lowe
was appointed postmaster. The post office closed in 1906.

Machpelah

An unincorporated community located in southwest
Catawba Springs Township, centered on the intersection of
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Old Plank Road (SR 1511) and Mariposa Road (SR 1412),
at NC 73.
The community is named in honor of the Machpelah
Cemetery, established in 1801 as a burial site for the
Graham and Brevard families, located midway between
Joseph Graham’s Vesuvius Furnace and Alexander
Brevard’s Mt. Tirzah Forge. A post office was established
there in 1881, but closed in 1908.
The actual meaning of "Machpelah" is understood by
Biblical translators to mean "double" and is interpreted in
rabbinical literature as referring either to a double cave or to
"couples" buried in a cave.

Mariposa

An unincorporated community located in southwest
Catawba Springs Township, centered on the intersection of
(Old) Mariposa Road (SR 1412) and Alba Mill Road (SR
1707). A post office was established here in 1894 and
closed in 1906.
The town was named by Joseph Graham Morrison who
constructed the Morrison Mill at that location in 1902.
Morrison had served in the Confederate army during the
Civil War and contracted tuberculosis. After the war ended,
he spent four years in California recuperating. In 1869, he
returned to Lincoln County and served in government and
farmed.
While in California, he had visited Mariposa County
(“mariposa” means “butterfly” in Spanish) and liked the
name so much that he later renamed his mill and the
surrounding mill village the same.

Mariposa Bridge

The Mariposa Bridge, located on Leeper’s Creek off Old
Mariposa Road (SR 1734), is a pin-connected Pratt truss
bridge constructed in 1912. Due to its truss engineering and
early use of rolled steel in the truss fabrication, the bridge is
under consideration for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places. When SR 1734 was realigned to bypass
the bridge in 1996, ownership was transferred to the Lincoln
County Historical Association.

Mining

Aside from iron ore mining (see “Iron Furnaces and Forges”
entry), some tin and (primarily) lithium mining in Lincoln
County was an economic driver up to about 1990.
In North Carolina, lithium is recovered from a mineral called
spodumene, which appears naturally in the pegmatite rock
belt that runs in a mile-wide band from the south-central
Lincoln County southward to Kings Mountain on the South
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Carolina border. This feature is usually referred to as the
“Tin-Spodumene Belt” (TSB) and has long been recognized
as one of the world’s most abundant sources of lithium. It is
the only one of its kind in the United States.
North Carolina supplied most of the world’s lithium from the
1950s through the 1980s, but the mines closed by 1990 as
cheaper foreign sources became available.

Newbold School

In 1921, the North Carolina General Assembly formally
created the Division of Negro Education within the State
Department of Public Instruction. The staff consisted of
Director Nathan C. Newbold and five administrators, three
African American and two white, plus a secretary and two
stenographers. The Division headed by Newbold was
tasked by the state to create educational opportunities for
North Carolina’s African American residents.
The Newbold School, located at 130 Newbold Street in
Lincolnton, was constructed in 1950-1951. From 1952 to
1968, African American high school students were bused
from all over Lincoln County to attend the Newbold School.
Initially designed only for African American students, the
school was named for Nathan C. Newbold. Then, as the
county school system’s desegregation plan included new
integrated high schools, Newbold became an integrated
elementary school (G.E. Massey Elementary School).

Oaklawn Rosenwald
School

The former Oaklawn Rosenwald School, located at 410
Linden Street in Lincolnton (now housing the Communities
in Schools) was originally built in 1922-1923 and was the
only high school for African Americans in Lincoln County
until 1952. Oaklawn was one of six Rosenwald Schools built
in Lincoln County after 1904 (only two of which are still
standing: Oaklawn and Mount Vernon at Iron Station).
The last class graduated from Oaklawn in 1952, when the
Newbold School opened. (See “Introduction to Lincoln
County” for discussion of the Rosenwald schools.)

Orleans

An unincorporated community located in North Brook
Township at the end of Clarence Beam Road, (SR 1161)
just off Flay Road (SR 1140). The origin of the community
name is unknown. Eighteen communities share the name in
the US, but within North Carolina the name is unique.

Pleasant Retreat
Academy

Pleasant Retreat Academy, also known as the Lincolnton
Male Academy, is located at the northwest corner of East
Pine Street and North Academy Street in Lincolnton. This is
one of the few surviving examples of early nineteenth
century private academies that flourished in North Carolina
up the 1880s.
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The academy was chartered in 1813 and the building was
constructed between 1817 and 1820. It continued in
operation until sometime between 1879 and 1884. Its
students included three future governors (Texas’ James
Pickney Henderson, North Carolina’s William A. Graham,
and Georgia’s Hoke Smith) and three future CSA generals
(Stephen D. Ramseur, Robert F. Hoke, and Robert D.
Johnston), not to mention numerous local lawyers, judges,
and businessmen.
Between the academy’s closure and 1907, the building had
a variety of uses. It served as a private residence for a time,
but during much of this period a number of private schools
were conducted on the ground floor. The upstairs section of
the building was often used as a Masonic lodge during
these years.
in 1907, the Southern Stars Chapter of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) took over occupancy
of the building and included a museum on the first floor. The
Legislature enacted a law that provided that the Southern
Stars Chapter of the UDC be given a ninety-nine-year lease
"…for the purpose of a memorial hall of Confederate
Veterans of said county…." The “memorial hall” was
dedicated on 27 August 1908.
In 1913, the second floor of the building was extensively
modified to provide meeting and dining space for the UDC.
The original interior partitions were removed and new
flooring was installed. The original stairs were removed and
a new, open staircase constructed.
Sometime between 1923 and 1925, a subscription library
was organized by local literary organizations and named the
Lincoln County Memorial Library in honor of the Lincoln
County soldiers who lost their lives in World War I. The
UDC offered the ground floor of the building to house that
library.
About 1934, library membership dues were discontinued
and the library was made a public facility, renamed the
Lincoln County Public Library. The building continued to
house the library until March 1965, when it relocated to the
old school building across Academy Street, relocating again
in 1975 when the current building on West Main Street was
completed.
In 1997, the UDC renewed their lease on the building with
Lincoln County. But, about 2015, a conditions study of the
building indicated that extensive repairs and renovations
were required to ensure survival of this historic building.
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Since the UDC could not afford these requirements, in 2021
Lincoln County reached agreement to sell the building to
Preservation of North Carolina (PNC) for $1.00. PNC would
then offer the building for sale with covenants that would
retain the exterior in a historically sensitive manner.
(However, some local stakeholders disagree with this option
and would prefer to transfer the property to a local, nonprofit organization whose long term goal would be to
preserve the structure and garden and to open both for
public use in ways to make the venue self-sustainable in the
future.)
Significant controversy about the UDC designating the
Pleasant Retreat Academy building as “Confederate
Memorial Hall” has recently developed. The UDC is an
American hereditary association of women engaging in the
commemoration of Confederate Civil War soldiers, the
funding of monuments to them, and the promotion of the
pseudo-historical “Lost Cause” ideology and white
supremacy. It was established in 1894 in Nashville,
Tennessee and, in the early 1900s, the organization often
applauded the Ku Klux Klan and funded the building of a
monument to the Klan in 1926. Even though it has distanced
itself from the Klan, the UDC remains listed as a “neoConfederate Hate Group” by the Southern Poverty Law
Center. The term “neo-Confederate” refers to a specific
subset of American white nationalism predominant in the
Southeastern U.S. that fuses typically strong, nativist
immigration policies, Christian domination, Confederate
“heritage and pride,” and other supposedly “fundamentals”
with those who have a belief in the inherent superiority of
whites of European, particularly English Anglo-Saxon,
descent.

Polkadot

An unincorporated community on the south side of
Lincolnton, located on Massapoag Road just west of
Laboratory Road (SR 1238). This is a “mill village”
associated with the Massapoaga Mill that was constructed
on 1907, abandoned in 1971, and burned in 2014. The mill
was originally named Rhodes Manufacturing Company by
founder John M. Rhodes, who was responsible for the
construction of the 22 houses in the village. The mill was
sold after WWI and named the Anderson Mill until 1929,
when it was renamed the Massapoag Mill.

Pumpkin Center

An unincorporated community located in north-central
Ironton Township, centered on the intersection of NC 150
and King Wilkinson Road (SR 1349).
Sometime in 1920, Burgin C. Ballard (1917-1997) reported
that his mother and grandmother were sitting around
listening to an old phonograph, then commonly called a
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"talking machine," when they hit on a name for the new
community where they lived. Burgin said that the two were
listening to an Uncle Josh song about a place called
Pumpkin Center and decided that name was perfect. One
of them said “We’re going to have to name this place and
we ought to just name it Pumpkin Center,” and that name
stuck.
Historically, Lincoln County has been served by two
railroads:
1. The Carolina and Northwestern Railway
(C&NW) was a railroad that served South Carolina
and North Carolina from 1897 until 1974. This carrier
traces its beginnings back to the Kings Mountain
Railroad that ran from Chester, South Carolina, to
York, South Carolina, before the Civil War. The
Kings Mountain Railroad was begun in 1855 but was
destroyed by the Union Army during the Civil War
and was not rebuilt after the conflict. The route lay
abandoned until the creation of the Chester and
Lenoir Narrow Gauge Railroad in 1873. Within a
decade the Chester & Lenoir had extended the line
to Lenoir, North Carolina. At over 120 miles, the
Chester & Lenoir was the largest narrow gauge
railroad in the Carolinas.
The original line was operated by the C&NW as a
separate railroad controlled by the Southern Railway
until 1974 when the name was changed to the
Norfolk Southern Railway. On 1 June 1982,
Southern Railway and Norfolk and Western Railroad
merged to form the Norfolk Southern Railway. In
1981, the original C&NW line, along with original
Norfolk Southern Railway, was renamed Carolina
and Northwestern once again. In the early 1950s
several short line subsidiaries of the Southern
Railway were leased to the C&NW for operation,
with these lines remaining a part of the C&NW into
the 1980s.
The section of the line between Chester and York
was abandoned around 1972. The section from York
to Clover was abandoned in 1981. Around 1990, the
track from Newton to Lincolnton, North Carolina was
abandoned by the Norfolk Southern. The North
Carolina Department of Transportation “railbanked”
the line from South Newton, N.C. to an area south of
Maiden, N.C., where the end of the line stops at U.S.
Highway 321.
In 1994, Norfolk Southern sold the original 22-mile
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(35 km) line from Hickory, N.C. to Lenoir, N.C. to the
Caldwell County Economic Development
Commission, which subsequently leased the line to
the Caldwell County Railroad Company, a subsidiary
of Southeast Shortlines Inc.
2. The Carolina Central Railway began in 1855 as
the Wilmington & Charlotte Railroad Company, soon
changing its name to the Wilmington, Charlotte, and
Rutherford Railroad (WC&R) to reflect its intended
course. By April 1861, the company had completed
112 miles of track from Navassa (near Wilmington)
west to Rockingham and another 31 miles from
Charlotte west to Lincolnton. The Civil War
interrupted construction, which was not resumed
until 1870.
By 1873 the WC&R had failed financially and was
sold at foreclosure to new owners organized as the
Carolina Central Railway Company. By the close of
1874 they were able to complete the line between
Rockingham and Charlotte and also extend it west
from Lincolnton to Shelby. But the new owners, like
their predecessors, were unable to make the road
profitable, and in 1876 the firm was once again sold
at foreclosure, emerging this time as the Carolina
Central Railroad Company (CCRR).
The following year, the Seaboard & Roanoke
Railroad, which was beginning the expansion that
led to the formation of the Seaboard Air Line system,
began acquiring control of the CCRR, and the line
eventually became part of that larger system.
In 1887 the last section of the railroad was
completed from Shelby to Rutherfordton,
establishing a 267-mile link from the coast to the
foothills across southern North Carolina. By 1890 the
line had been relaid with steel rails, and by 1900 the
CCRR had lost its separate identity.
The Seaboard Air Line became CSX Transportation
in the 1980s and still provides freight service through
Lincoln County.

Rail-Trail

There are two sections of walking and bicycling trial in
Lincoln County that have been constructed on the
abandoned right-of-way of the Carolina and Northwestern
Railway. Both sections of trail are part of the Carolina
Thread Trail system in North Carolina.
1. Marcia H. Cloninger Rail-Trail: This 1.7 mile
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long paved trail was established in 2013. From the
north, it runs from City Park on North Aspin Street to
an intersection with Motz Avenue, near the Betty G.
Ross Park, in south Lincolnton. It is named for
Marcia H. Cloninger, who served on the Lincolnton
City Council for many years.
2. South Fork River Trail: The trailhead is located
at 2377 Laboratory Road, just south of U.S. 321 at
Lincolnton and consists of a graveled trail following
the old railroad right-of-way along the eastern bank
of the South Fork of the Catawba River for
approximately 2 miles within the 324 acre Paul and
Agnes Rhyne Preserve. The land surrounding the
trail is protected by the Catawba Lands
Conservancy,
In 2018, the governing board of the Carolina Thread Trail
has awarded over $15,000 through two separate
implementation grants that will further efforts to connect the
1.5 miles between the Marcia Cloninger Rail-Trail and South
Fork River Trail.
A third trail, also part of the Carolina Thread Trail, is the 1.2
mile Atrium Trail that encircles the Atrium Health campus in
eastern Lincolnton.

Reepsville

An unincorporated community located in north-central
Howards Creek Township, centered on the intersection of
Reepsville Road (SR 1113) and Wise Road (SR 1193).
Originally, this area was known as Pleasant Home, but the
name was changed to Reepsville in 1884, when the first
post office was established, in honor of Phillip Adolphus
Reep (1847-1904), proprietor of the Reep Store located
there.

Revolutionary War

Cornwallis in Lincoln County: In the early years of the
War (1776-1778), the Continental Army and British forces
were concentrated between Virginia and New England. But,
failures of British strategy to win a quick victory over the
Patriots brought increasing political pressure on British
General Sir Henry Clinton (1730-1795) and his second in
command Charles, Earl Cornwallis (1738–1805).
Cornwallis became one of the leading figures for devising
and implementing a "southern strategy" to gain control of
the southern colonies and force a capitulation of the
Americans. The British were persuaded that there was a
strong Loyalist sentiment in the South, where major planters
and merchants had a variety of economic and familial ties
with Great Britain. It was expected that these Loyalists
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would rise against the American Patriots in large numbers.
Thus, British troops sailed south from New York, first
capturing Savannah, Georgia in December 1778. After
repulsing an assault on Savannah by a combined FrancoAmerican force in October 1779, the British moved on to
capture Charleston, South Carolina, in May 1780, with the
intent of using the city as a base for further operations in the
southern colonies.
Cornwallis successfully led troops that gained a measure of
control and influence in South Carolina before then heading
into North Carolina. Cornwallis had envisioned a 3-pronged
drive northward to overpower what he considered would be
feeble resistance in North Carolina. He had ordered the
capture of Wilmington, to be held as a port city through
which he could receive supplies and also as right flank
protection of his own forces in their drive toward Charlotte
and on to Hillsboro. To the west, he had dispatched Patrick
Ferguson, his inspector of militia, to move from Fort NinetySix northwestward to enlist Tory supporters and subdue the
Americans on his left flank. Thus, Cornwallis could sweep
through North Carolina and roll on into Virginia to end all of
the American resistance to His Majesty's government. All of
these plans failed.
Cornwallis moved into North Carolina, first attacking
Charlotte, skirmishing on 26 September 1780 with Patriot
forces in what is now downtown Charlotte. The Battle of
Charlotte itself was not decisive, but the stubborn resistance
of the outnumbered Americans symbolized the resolve of
the people of the area. Lord Cornwallis, after 16 humiliating
days in the Charlotte area, was heard to say as he prepared
to depart: "Let's get out of here; this place is a damned
hornet's nest." He then retreated to Winnsboro, South
Carolina.
To the west, Ferguson raised nearly 1,100 men, but he
angered many colonists by issuing threats to "…lay their
country waste with fire and sword…." if they continued their
opposition and a Patriot militia quickly organized to oppose
him. Ferguson's Loyalists and the Patriot militias clashed at
Kings Mountain on 7 October 1780. For the British, the
battle was a disaster: Ferguson was killed, and nearly his
entire force was killed or captured.
The arrival in North Carolina of a new Continental Army
under Major General Nathaniel Greene in December 1780
meant that the army could begin campaigning again.
Greene detached Brigadier General Daniel Morgan, with a
light infantry corps, to cause trouble in the highlands of
South Carolina. Cornwallis sent Tarleton with a sizable force
to chase down Morgan. But, in a tactically brilliant battle at
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Hannah's Cowpens in South Carolina on 17 January 1781,
Morgan decisively defeated Tarleton, capturing most of his
force.
On the 23 January 1781, Cornwallis’ army again crossed
the North Carolina line on their march from Winnsboro and
camped at Tryon Court House, in the western part of
(present) Gaston County. On 24 January 1781, the British
arrived at Ramsour’s Mil in Lincolnton. Here Cornwallis
remained three days to lay in provisions for his large army
before moving eastward to Peter Forney’s plantation at
Ingleside in eastern Lincoln County. On the morning of the 1
February 1781, Cornwallis broke camp at Forney’s
plantation and marched to Cowan’s Ford, six miles below
Beattie’s Ford, where he encountered Patriot troops (see
entry above).
Defeating the Patriots and fording the Catawba River,
Cornwallis pushed on eastward to Guilford Courthouse
(near Greensboro) to engage the Patriots under Greene.
The Battle of Guilford Courthouse on 15 March 1781 proved
pivotal to the Patriot victory in the Revolutionary War.
Although British troops scored a tactical victory, more than
27 percent of Cornwallis’s men were killed, wounded or
captured during the battle. One British statesman, Charles
James Fox (1749-1806), said of this result: “Another such
victory would ruin the British army.”
In consequence, Cornwallis abandoned his campaign for
the Carolinas and moved his battered army to Wilmington,
North Carolina to rest and resupply.
From Wilmington, Cornwallis led his army into Virginia,
where he joined other British troops that had been raiding in
that colony. Ineffectually opposed by a smaller Continental
Army under the Marquis de Lafayette, he was eventually
ordered by General Henry Clinton to establish a welldefended port. Poor communications between the British,
coupled with French naval superiority over the Chesapeake
Bay, resulted in Cornwallis becoming entrapped at Yorktown
without the possibility of reinforcement. He surrendered
after a three week siege on 17 October 1781. He was
released on parole and returned to England in December.
Interestingly, Benjamin Lincoln, for whom Lincoln County is
named, played a major role in the Siege of Yorktown and
the surrender of Lord Cornwallis. Cornwallis plead illness,
and so did not attend the surrender ceremony, choosing
instead to send his second-in-command, the Irish General
Charles O'Hara. General Washington refused to accept
Cornwallis' sword from O'Hara, directing O'Hara to present it
instead to General Lincoln, Washington's own second-in-
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Lincoln Regiment: The Lincoln County Regiment, called
the “Lincoln Men” or “South Fork Boys,” was the local militia
in Lincoln County created by the North Carolina General
Assembly on 8 February 1779 to replace the preceding
“Tryon County Regiment.” The Lincoln County Regiment
was initially subordinate to the Salisbury District Brigade. It
was re-subordinated to the newly created Morgan District
Brigade in May 1782, where it was active until the end of the
war in 1783.
Regiment commanders were Col. William Graham and Col.
Charles McLean, who were appointed at the same time in
1779, and Col. Joseph Dickson, appointed in 1781 and
serving until 1783. On 31 January 1781, Brigadier General
(Pro Tempore) William Lee Davidson arrested William
Graham for intoxication and, on 1 February 1781, the North
Carolina General Assembly dismissed Graham for taking a
bribe and securing the discharge of a prisoner taken earlier
at the battle of Kings Mountain. On 4 February 1781,
Joseph Dickson was commissioned as Colonel and
Commandant over the Regiment.
The Regiment had a role in significant Revolutionary War
battles, including Ramsour’s Mill, Kings Mountain, Cowan’s
Ford, and Guilford Courthouse.
Battle of Ramsour’s Mill: Ramsour’s Mill, constructed in
1770, was located on the west side of Clark’s Creek, about
1 mile northwest of the Courthouse, and now within the
Lincolnton city limits. A dam, including a bridge, was
constructed across a shoal in the creek. Christian Reinhardt,
who was a Patriot, owned most of the land on which the mill
was sited. The battlefield area was acquired by the Lincoln
County Historic Properties Commission in the 1990s and is
currently within the Lincolnton Battlefield Park.
The battle took place early on 20 June 1780. The number of
fighters on each side of the battle is still an issue of
contention, but Loyalist militiamen (many of them German
Palatine emigrants and settlers in the local area)
outnumbered the Patriot militia. Earlier, these Loyalists had
captured a group of Patriots whom they were planning to
hang that morning.
The battle lasted less than 2 hours during the foggy morning
and did not involve regular army forces from either side. it
was literally fought between family, friends, and neighbors
with muskets, sometimes being used as clubs because of a
lack of ammunition. Numerous cases of fratricide occurred
during the battle. William Simpson, a Patriot scout, rushed
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to the battle to kill his brother Reuben, and Peter Costner, a
Loyalist, was killed by his brother Thomas (who buried his
sibling's corpse after the fight). Despite being outnumbered,
the Patriot militia defeated the Loyalists.
On 18 June 1780, Patriot General Griffith Rutherford, who
was camped near Charlotte, learned that a large force of
Loyalists was assembling at Ramsour's Mill. Rutherford
began moving his troops in that direction, and on 19 June
he sent orders to Lieutenant Colonel Francis Locke and
other local militia leaders to call up their militia.
Locke gathered a force of 400 cavalry and infantry at
Mountain Creek, about 16 miles northeast of Lincolnton.
Their intelligence showed that the Loyalist force was more
than three times their size, but it was decided to attack early
the next morning without waiting for Rutherford's forces to
join up due to a fear of reinforcements to the British force. At
daybreak on 20 Jun, they were one mile from the Loyalist
camp, located on a hill about 300 yards east of the mill
belonging to Jacob Ramsour on Christian Reinhardt’s farm.
Loyalist John Moore had served with the British at the Siege
of Charleston and returned to his home a few miles from
Ramseur's Mill with tales of that battle. He called together a
group of about 40 Loyalists on 10 June and shared with
them instructions from Cornwallis that for safety they should
avoid organizing before British troops entered the area.
News came to the meeting that a group of about twenty
Patriots was looking for Moore and other Loyalist leaders.
Moore and his men decided to find and confront them, but
were unsuccessful. Moore then told his men to return home,
and instructed them to join him in a few days at Ramsour's
Mill. On 13 June, 200 men arrived there, and the number
grew in the following days, buoyed by news of the British
victory at Waxhaws. By 20 June, the Loyalist camp had
grown to about 1,300 men.
With the cavalry leading, the Patriot column approached the
Loyalist encampment along the ridge above Walker’s Creek.
Loyalist pickets on the road, about 600 yards east of the
encampment, fired at the Patriots, but quickly retreated to
their main body. After an initial cavalry charge, the Patriot
infantry moved up. In the ebb and flow of the battle, the
Patriots were ultimately able to turn the Loyalists' flank and
gain control of the ridge. General Rutherford, then only a
few miles from Ramseur's Mill, received word of the action
and immediately dispatched his cavalry to assist and hurried
the infantry along.
The Loyalists were soon in disarray and many fled. When
Colonel Rutherford reached the site, he was met by a white
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flag and Loyalists requesting a truce to treat their wounded.
Rutherford, whose entire force had yet to arrive, instead
demanded an immediate surrender. As the discussions
went on, most of the remaining Loyalists fled and only about
50 were taken prisoner. Estimates of dead on each side
were between 50 and 70, with about 100 wounded on each
side.
While not a major engagement, the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill
was significant in that it effectively disrupted Loyalist support
for the British war effort in the region. Not only did it rob
Cornwallis of badly needed Loyalist assistance when he
crossed into North Carolina; it also provided the impetus for
the crucial Patriot victory that was to follow less than 30
miles away at the Battle of King's Mountain. Cornwallis
recognized this and when Moore and about 30 Loyalist men
managed to reach his encampment after the Battle of
Ramsour’s Mill, Cornwallis threatened Moore with charges
for disobeying his orders and worsening the British cause.
Today, the remnants of the mill’s dam can still be seen, but
most of the battle site is now occupied by Battlefield
Elementary School, the Lincoln County Schools
administration building, Cardinal Health Care, the playing
fields of Lincolnton High School, and roads and parking lots.
However, the grave of John M. Shuford, a Loyalist; the
double grave of two Loyalist militia captains, John Dobson
and John Bowman, along with the grave of Dobson’s
daughter Nancy and her husband Wallace Alexander,
located within a brick enclosure; and the mass grave of
those killed and whose bodies were not removed after the
battle, located on the hillside above the east parking lot at
Battleground Elementary School, are preserved and well
marked. A replica log house has been constructed on what
is thought to be Christian Reinhardt’s original house site and
one replica log outbuilding has been sited nearby. There
remains an open field where battle reenactments are held
annually.
Battle of King’s Mountain: The Lincoln Regiment, some of
whom were participants at the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill, took
part in the Battle of Kings Mountain, a military engagement
between Patriot and Loyalist militias in South Carolina,
resulting in a decisive victory for the Patriots. The battle took
place on 7 October 1780, nine miles south of the presentday town of Kings Mountain, North Carolina, in what is now
rural Cherokee County, South Carolina. Patriot militia
defeated the Loyalist militia commanded by British Major
Patrick Ferguson of the 71st Foot, the only uniformed British
soldier involved in this battle, which has been described as
"the war’s largest all-American fight.”
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During the battle, Lincoln County men fought as a distinct
military unit. Their commander, Colonel William Graham,
was called away; Graham’s second in command, Major
William Chronicle, was killed; and the third ranking officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Frederick Hambright, was badly
wounded. Nonetheless, the Lincoln County Regiment fought
bravely and withstood at least one bayonet charge by the
Loyalists. Twelve Lincoln County men were killed or
wounded, a higher proportion than any other military unit
participating in the battle.
Battle of Cowan’s Ford: Cowan’s Ford is located near
where today’s NC 73 crosses the Catawba River, at the
Cowan’s Ford Dam overlook. The battle was an important
part of the “fight-and-retreat” strategy of Gen. Nathaniel
Greene, commander of the American Centennial Army in
the South.
Cornwallis' line of march in late January 1781 indicated that
he planned to cross the Catawba River at either Beattie's
Ford or Cowan's Ford. Greene hoped that a substantial
delay of the advance would give him the opportunity to
select the time and place of a major battle that he saw as
inevitable.
He left Gen. William Lee Davidson with a relatively small
force to carry out his plan, after warning Davidson that
Cornwallis would probably feign an effort at one ford and
attempt to cross at the other. On 31 January, Cornwallis
sent a detachment to Beattie's Ford, giving all indications
that it was the point of entry while the main army crossed at
Cowan's Ford. Davidson saw through the ruse, however,
and moved the bulk of his troops to Cowan’s Ford during the
night, which surprised the British when they arrived on the
west bank of the river just before daybreak on 1 February.
The Catawba River at Cowan's Ford was about 400 yards
wide, with a rocky and irregular bottom that caused
fluctuations in depth. Regular travelers had established two
lines of direction for crossing. A wagon ford went directly
across to the east bank, and a longer, shallower horse ford
started at the same point but turned right about two-thirds of
the way across, ran over the end of a large island, and
headed toward a rocky hill about a quarter of a mile from the
exit of the wagon ford. Recent rains had swollen the river,
creating a significant current, and a misty fog shrouded the
area, but Cornwallis ordered his men to immediately cross
the wagon ford. They waded in, four to a column, with
bayoneted muskets and long staffs to steady them in the
rough current. Not until considerable progress had been
made did the splashing waters alert American sentries, who
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sounded the alarm and began firing.
Davidson, expecting the British to cross via the horse ford,
had deployed most of his men there. Quickly responding to
the sounds of battle, though, he led the remainder of his
force to the scene, but by the time he arrived, the first British
troops had reached the shore and cannons, brought to the
British front on the west bank, had begun to pound the
American defenses. Davidson ordered his men to fall back
to the woods and dense undergrowth to regroup, but while
trying to rally a particularly hesitant unit, a ball pierced his
chest and he died instantly. With their general down, the
Americans broke ranks and fled, turning the battle into a
rout for the British.
Greene had hoped to stall Cornwallis at the Catawba River
long enough to put a safe distance between their armies.
The quick British victory, however, disrupted his plan and
forced him to make an uncertain race to the Dan River to
cross into Virginia, where he rested his troops, secured
reinforcements, and procured much-needed supplies. (The
Loyalist defeat at Cowan's Ford created the revised
American strategy that led to the Battle of Guilford
Courthouse, which severely weakened Cornwallis's army
and facilitated his surrender at Yorktown.)
Battle of Guilford Courthouse: The Battle of Guilford
Court House was fought on 15 March 1781 at a site that is
now within the Greensboro city limits. Here, Cornwallis’
troops were met by a larger force under command of
General Nathaniel Greene. The Lincoln County Regiment,
consisting of six companies (about 120-200 men) under the
command of Major John Carruth, participated in this battle.
Greene had prepared his forces in three lines. North
Carolina militia, including the Lincoln County Regiment,
formed the first line, with backwoods riflemen on the left and
right flanks to harass the advancing British. In the second
line, he placed the Virginia militia. Two six-pound cannons
were sited on the center of this line. His third and strongest
line consisting of his regulars, included the Virginian
regiment, Delaware infantry, and the 1st and 2nd Maryland
regiments. But, these lines were located hundreds of yards
apart and could not adequately support one another.
The battle lasted only ninety minutes. The British were
outnumbered more than two to one, yet defeated the Patriot
force. In doing so, however, over a quarter of their force
became casualties. The Patriots withdrew intact, which
accomplished Greene's primary objective, while Cornwallis
limped off to Hillsborough and, then, on to Wilmington. This
battle is considered the “beginning of the end” of the
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When the area that is now Lincoln County was first being
settled by whites, the population was thinly spread over a
large area and churches were few and far between.
Families and individuals throughout the area would travel to
“camp” together and meet for worship and fellowship.
This historic Methodist camp meeting ground is located near
Denver. The “arbor” was built in 1832 and is a rectangular
open structure with a deep hipped roof and ventilation cap
at the apex. It has a raised platform with a pine pulpit and
seating for 1,000. The property has 288 numbered wooden
"tents" placed in two and a partial third concentric ring
around the arbor. Tent No. 1 is believed to date to the early1830s. Rock Springs Camp Meeting Ground is the earliest
camp meeting organization in North Carolina.

The Rock Springs Camp Meeting is held annually, lasting
one week. It is attended by all denominations from the
surrounding counties by as many as ten thousand to fifteen
thousand people.
This site was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1972.
Roseland

An unincorporated community located in Lincolnton
Township along Roseland Drive (SR 1231) between South
Grove Street Extension (SR 1222) and NC 150. The origin
of the community name is unknown. There are
23 communities in the US and Canada that share the
name Roseland, only two of which are within North Carolina.

Salem

An unincorporated community located in southwest Ironton
Township, centered on the intersection of Salem Church
Road (SR 1307) and Philadelphia Church Road (SR 1001).
Most likely, the community name is based on a place
mentioned in Genesis xiv.18, from the Hebrew word
Shalem, and usually said to be another word for Jerusalem
and to mean "peace.” Its equivalent cognate in Arabic is
salaam, sliem in Maltese, Shlama in Syriac-Assyrian and
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sälam in Ethiopian Semitic languages. Salem is a common
Baptist and Methodist meetinghouse name in both Britain
and the United States, so much so that by mid-19th century.
it had come to be used in Britain generically to mean "nonconformist chapel" (meaning not Church of England).

Schenck-Warlick Mill

See “Laboratory Mill” entry.

South Aspen Historic
District, Lincolnton

The South Aspen Street Historic District is an area where
over seventy historic resources illustrate Lincolnton’s
residential and institutional development from the midnineteenth century to the mid-twentieth century.

South Fork of the
Catawba River

The South Fork of the Catawba River (officially known as
the South Fork River, but often identified as the South Fork
Catawba River) begins in Catawba County, just northwest of
the intersection of US 321 and NC 10 where the Henry Fork
and Jacob Fork rivers join at the Jacob River Park.
The river travels almost 50 miles, first southwest to
Lincolnton and then southeast to where it joins the Catawba
River (Lake Wylie) near the North Carolina and South
Carolina border. The river is part of the Santee River
Watershed.
The South Fork River, well into the 20th century, was an
important part of Lincoln County’s economy. Even though it
is not navigable, its many shoals and tributary creeks were
often sites for grist, flour, and (later) cotton mills in the
county.

Southside

An unincorporated community located near Laboratory Mill
and Lincoln Mill, originally called “Lincoln Mills,” the name of
the post office that was established there in1902. The name
was changed to “Southside” in 1903, since it was located
immediately to the south of Lincolnton. This post office
remained in operation until 1954.

Stoneman’s Raid

See “Civil War” entry.

Textiles

The growing textile industry in North Carolina during 19301995 helped North Carolina's economic development and
this was mirrored in Lincoln County. But controversy hit the
mills in the early years of the century with protests over child
labor, ultimately leading to new U.S. and state laws. In
addition, labor unrest and attempts at unionization marked
the business with periodic turmoil.
With unionization making in-roads during the 1980s and
1990s, the textile industry also began to face stiff price
competition from overseas producers. Then, just as the
industry had moved South during the 1880-1935 period to
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take advantage of lower production and wage costs, so too
did the industry in the 1990s begin to shift production into
other countries. The “Multi Fibre Arrangement” (MFA)
governed the world trade in textiles and garments from 1974
through 1994, imposing quotas on the amount developing
countries could export to developed countries. Its
successor, the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing (ATC),
expired on 1 January 2005. The North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) came into being in 1994 by the
addition of Mexico to the existing U.S.-Canada free trade
area.
These agreements led to the loss of trade protection
formerly enjoyed by U.S. textile and apparel companies and
exposed them to global competition. At the same time, the
Mexican peso experienced a sharp depreciation in
comparison to the U.S. dollar and currency depreciations in
several Asian nations started in 1997. This meant that use
of Mexican and Asian textile plants would lead to reduced
costs for U.S. manufacturers by their “outsourcing”
production to developing countries.
This offshore movement introduced both opportunity and
loss for the U.S. textile industry. Some larger corporations
were able to exploit outsourcing to their advantage, while
many smaller companies couldn’t keep up with the
competition and had to close down or cut jobs as a result.
This decline had a significant impact on Lincoln County. Of
the 12-14 textile mills that operated in the county in 1995,
only 2-3 remain today and they are scaled down versions
(after years of downsizing, the few remaining county mills
were still going bankrupt as late as 2017).
In Lincoln county, much of the loss in textiles has been
supplanted by industrial growth in the county from other
sources, including Timken, Bosch, Blum, etc. and the
success of the Lincoln County Industrial Park. Some of the
closed mills have been rehabilitated for other uses (storage
facilities, small scale industrial use, etc.), while others that
were left standing empty until derelict fell victim to fire and
have been demolished. Textiles are not expected to again
become a significant economic engine for the county.

Toluca

An unincorporated community located in western North
Brook Township, centered on the intersection of NC-18 and
South Hebron Church Road (SR 1115), approximately one
mile south of NC-27, and straddling the Lincoln-Cleveland
County line. A post office was established there in 1902
and closed in 1905.
Toluca is the Spanish place name for a 15,000 foot tall
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extinct volcano in south-central Mexico, named originally by
the Aztecs as tollocan, meaning the "place of [the god]
Tolo.” The nearby city of Toluca, Mexico was founded in
1530.
There are two other communities in the United States with
this same place name, one in California and one in Illinois.
How it became a place name in rural western North Carolina
remains a mystery.

Townships

Since 1846, Lincoln County has encompassed an area
essentially 30 miles wide (east to west) by 10 miles high
(north to south).
The county today is divided into five townships, each about
10 miles north/south by 6 miles east/west, named as shown
below. The only incorporated municipality in the county is
Lincolnton, the county seat, though Westport and Lowesville
are unincorporated census-designated places.

Triangle

An unincorporated community located in east-central
Catawba Springs Township, centered on the intersection of
NC-16 (Business) and Triangle Road (SR 1387)/Unity
Church Road (SR 1439) and named for the triangle formed
by the roads there. A post office was established in 1878
and closed in 1903.
For a brief period during the 1890s–1910s, there was smallscale gold prospecting in the area near the former Triangle
School, on into Westport.

Tucker’s Grove Camp
Meeting Ground

An historic African Methodist Episcopal Church camp
meeting ground located in Ironton Township, founded in
1872 and operating continuously since 1874. It grew out of
the Seven Springs Camp Meeting that operated from 1869
to 1871.
Tucker's Grove Camp Meeting is held annually and lasts for
one week when hundreds of camp participants move to the
grounds to attend worship services and fellowship with
family and friends. African American families in the Lincoln
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County area have come together for spiritual renewal and
fellowship at camp meetings since soon after slavery ended.
Mary Tucker, wife of a local landowner, gave the initial land
for Tucker's Grove and additional property was purchased in
1885. Five United Methodist churches (Tucker's Grove,
Brevard, Ebenezer, Rock Hill and St. James), along with
Gold Hill Baptist Church, sponsor the campground.
It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in
1972.

USS Lincoln County

From 1944 until 1961, Lincoln County shared the honor with
all other U.S. counties named Lincoln of having a U.S. Navy
ship named after it.
USS Lincoln County (LST-898) was a tank landing ship built
for the United States Navy during World War II. It was
originally laid down with the hull number LST-898 by the
Dravo Corporation of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on 15
October 1944, launched on 25 November 1944, and
commissioned on 29 December 1944.

After a shakedown cruise off Florida, she loaded cargo at
New Orleans and departed on 4 February 1945. Sailing via
the Canal Zone, LST-898 arrived in Majuro on 12 March,
then proceeded to Saipan to prepare for the Okinawa
invasion. Departing Saipan on 12 April, she arrived at
Chimu Wan, Okinawa and discharged cargo on this
strategic base which lay at the gateway to Japan. LST-898
shuttled troops and equipment among the Marianas,
Philippines, and Okinawa during the remaining months of
the War.
Following the Allied victory in the Pacific, she operated in
the Far East, transporting occupation forces and equipment
until late Nov. From December 1945 to February 1946, the
ship aided in the dismantling of Army bases in the
Philippines. She remained in the Philippines and was
decommissioned there on 9 May 1946.
On 25 May 1946, she was transferred to the Army for cargo
operations. LST-898 returned to Navy control on 1 Jun 1950
and for the next three months performed cargo operations
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for Military Sea Transportation Service (MSTS) in Japan and
Korea. LST-898 was recommissioned on 28 August 1950.
The veteran landing ship participated in the invasion at
Inchon on 15 September 1950. After discharging troops
and cargo, she provided emergency medical care for
wounded Marines, then supported assault forces by shelling
enemy positions ashore. LST-898 supported operations at
Inchon until mid-October; after Chinese troops entered the
conflict, she redeployed U.S. Marines in northern Korea.
From October to 29 December, she evacuated Marines and
Korean civilians from Hŭngnam and Wonsan to Pusan.
From January into April 1951 LST-898 continued supply
runs between Japanese and Korean ports. Departing
Yokosuka on 24 April she arrived San Diego on 21 May for
overhaul and training exercises. She returned to Yokosuka
on 3 April 1952 for her second tour in the embattled Korean
peninsula.
During mid-1953, LST-898 carried supplies to Navy
installations at Point Barrow, Alaska, remaining in the Arctic
until early September. For the next two years the veteran
landing ship alternated operations in the western Pacific
with amphibious exercises off the west coast.
From 1955 to 1960, she sailed for three tours with the 7th
Fleet, made one cruise to the Arctic to supply "DEW Line"
installations, and participated in amphibious landing training
exercises.
The Lincoln County was decommissioned again on 24
March 1961. On 31 August 1962 she was turned over to the
government of Thailand under the terms of the Military
Assistance Program for service in the Royal Thai Navy.
(This ship's hull number was changed to 712 HTMS Chang.)
On 22 November 2012, HTMS Chang was scuttled near
Koh Chang Island in Trat Province, Thailand, to create an
artificial reef for scuba diving.

Vale

An unincorporated community located in northwest Howards
Creek Township, centered on the intersection of Reepsville
Road (SR1113) and Trinity Church Road. A post office was
established there in 1924 and the current post office is
located at 6070 Reepsville Rd.
“Vale” defines a tract of low ground or of land between hills;
e.g., a valley. “Vale” is commonly used in poetry, while
“valley” is more common in prose and discourse. There are
numerous Biblical references to this name and is probably
the source of the community’s name. [Another use of the
word is to define the world, or mortal or earthly
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life, e.g. “this vale of tears.” Vale is thought to be
derived from the Latin “valeo,” a verb that means to be
strong/powerful/ influential/healthy; to prevail. It was often
used in Latin as a form of goodbye/farewell.]
Reportedly, Vale was the destination of some 50 or so
African American families during the Great Migration in the
early 1920s. Most migrated from Half Acre Township in
Putnam County, Georgia (also known as Stanfordville,
Stanford’s Half Acre, and/or Hell’s Half Acre) to work on the
farms in western Lincoln County. They established three
migration churches and three African American elementary
schools. Evidently, most of these families moved out of Vale
by the 1970s as Hispanic immigrants began to arrive to
compete for farm jobs.
The Great Migration, sometimes known as the Great
Northward Migration or the African American Migration, was
the movement of 6 million African Americans out of the rural
Southern United States to the urban Northeast, Midwest,
and West that occurred between about 1916 and 1930 and
again between 1940 and 1970. The first phase was caused
primarily by the poor economic conditions during and after
WWI, as well as the racial segregation and discrimination
under Jim Crow laws in the Southern states. The second
phase resulted from the significantly better job opportunities
in the North during and after World War II.

Veterans Memorials

Courthouse Square: A memorial to the Lincoln County
veterans of all wars, from WWI through today, is located on
the west lawn of the courthouse in downtown Lincolnton.

This granite monument features a globe that rests on top of
a tapered pentagonal plinth and short base. The entire work
stands about three and a half feet wide and four feet tall.
Each of the five faces displays a branch of the armed forces
and its insignia, and a veterans’ organization at its base.
There are two plaques, one on the western face and a later
one on the southeastern.
The plaque facing west was first dedicated in 1970 to all
citizens of Lincoln County who had served in the armed
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forces. Originally the plaque was on a fountain, but it was
replaced on the granite monument in 1993.
A “Lincoln County War Memorial,” located on the east lawn
of the courthouse, was installed on 2 July 1983.

This memorial consists of three granite steles and a granite
bench, all on granite bases. The memorial honors those
from Lincoln County who died for their country and contains
the names of 13 servicemen from World War I, 94 from
World War II, 11 from the Korean War, 16 from the Vietnam
War, and one each from Grenada and Lebanon.
Memorial Garden at Pleasant Retreat Academy: Created
by the Lincolnton Garden Club, a small, semi-formal garden
sits on the west side of Pleasant Retreat Academy. The
garden is “in memory of veterans of all wars,” marked by a
plaque located on the chimney of the Academy building.
Webbs

An unincorporated community located in northeast Catawba
Springs Township, centered on the intersection of Burton
Lane (SR 1376) and Webbs Chapel Church Road (SR
1377). A post office was established there in 1901, but
closed in 1907. The origin of the community name, as yet,
has not been determined.

Westport

An unincorporated community and census-designated place
in the northeast corner of Lincoln County, along several
coves on the west shore of Lake Norman, hence its name.
The south border of Westport is Graham Creek, while
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Burton Creek reaches into the center of the community. The
eastern border of Westport is the Lincoln County line in the
center of Lake Norman, with Iredell County to the east. NC
16 Business forms the western edge of Westport. Generally
an “up-scale” residential community, Westport is a popular
suburb of Charlotte.
During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
West Main Street was Lincolnton's premier residential
street. Over time, the 100 block lost its houses to commerce
and government, but the 200 and 300 blocks continued as
fine residential area. The buildings which line the two blocks
do not follow a chronological progression from east to west.
Rather, houses of different periods are scattered throughout
the West Main Street Historic District.
The District possesses among its eighteen primary and
eight secondary resources the largest surviving collection of
buildings erected in Lincolnton during the nineteenth century
prior to the Civil War. The buildings reflect the Federal and
Greek revival styles of architecture. It also contains houses
from the first three decades of the twentieth century that are
good representatives of the transitional late Victorian/
Colonial Revival, Colonial Revival, bungalow/Craftsman and
period cottage styles popular during those years.

World War I

In Europe, World War I (WWI) started in September 1914.
For the United States, it lasted from 6 April 1917 until 11
November 1918, though some occupation troops remained
in Germany through 1919.
Overall, for both North Carolina and Lincoln County, the
consequences of World War I were actually positive. Dr.
Kevin Cherry of the North Carolina Office of Archives and
History makes the point that "the war…changed North
Carolina and North Carolinians. Our state emerged from this
first global conflict less rural, more worldly and better
equipped to serve the nation through industry, military
installations and shipbuilding enterprises at our ports."
The war also helped accelerate the drive for women’s rights.
Women in North Carolina and across the country quickly
began to fill industrial, farming and professional jobs left
vacant as men took on new roles as soldiers. Though men
reclaimed many of these jobs as they returned home,
women had gained momentum in the fight for equal rights.
The 19th amendment, which awarded women the right to
vote, was ratified in 1920 with support from President
Woodrow Wilson. He backed the effort in part because of
the major contributions women had made during the war.
Review of census information for the men who served
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during WWI clearly shows this positive impact…most were
poorly educated (many could not read or write) and worked
at subsistence level farming and/or at local textile mills.
However, census data from 1930 and 1940 shows that,
while some individuals were negatively impacted (a
significant number died of TB, respiratory failure, and
cancers while in their 40s or 50s), many, especially AfricanAmericans, began to move into more urban areas nearby
and even further away (particularly to Michigan and other
northern industrialized states) for better employment
opportunities and higher standards of living.
Scholars now generally agree that WWII began with the
Italian invasion of Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) in 1935 and the
Japanese invasion of China in 1937. For Europe, World
War II is generally considered to have begun on 1
September 1939 with the German invasion of Poland and
subsequent declarations of war on Germany by the United
Kingdom and France on the 3 September 1939. However,
conflicts between German U-boats and U.S. shipping
resulted in an undeclared war between the United States
and Germany beginning in mid-1941, culminating with
Germany declaring war on the U.S. following Japan’s attack
on Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941.
Building on its successful submarine campaign along the
East Coast of the U.S. in 1918, in 1941 Germany instigated
a plan, code-named Paukenschlag (“Drumbeat”), for a
massive submarine attack along convoy routes in the north
Atlantic and along the eastern seaboard of the U.S.,
designed to cut off resupply routes to the beleaguered
British. At this time, none of the coastal lighthouses or
offshore lighted buoys had been ordered to be darkened by
the U.S. Navy and they served as valuable aids to
navigation for the U-boat captains. Even into 1942, the
Chief of Naval Operations refused to mandate shore or ship
blackouts or to employ the successful British convoy tactics
to protect shipping. German submarine commanders called
it the “Atlantic Turkey Shoot” and the area off North
Carolina’s coast became known as “Torpedo Junction” as
the casualties mounted.
In May 1942, finally, the Chief of Naval Operations was
replaced and the slaughter ended when blackouts and
convoys were implemented. By the end of 1942, the U.S.
Navy responded in earnest to the U-boat threat, deploying
anti-submarine vessels and initiating aircraft patrols.
Germany’s ally, Japan, which aimed to dominate Asia and
the Pacific, attacked American and British territories with
near-simultaneous offensives against Southeast Asia and
the Central Pacific, including an attack on the U.S. fleet at
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Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941. Following the U.S.
declaration of war against Japan the next day, Germany and
Italy stupidly declared war on the United States in solidarity
with their Japan ally.
The war in Europe concluded with the liberation of German
occupied territories and the invasion of Germany,
culminating in the fall of Berlin to Soviet troops, the suicide
of Adolf Hitler, and the German unconditional surrender on 8
May 1945.
To forestall the need for an invasion of the Japanese
homeland, the United States dropped the first two atomic
bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima, on 6 August
1945, and Nagasaki, on 9 August 1945. Japan announced
its intention to surrender on 15 August 1945.
Germany was occupied by Allied troops until 1949 and the
U.S. occupied Japan until 1951.
Pre-war North Carolina was still struggling from the legacy
of slavery, the Civil War and reconstruction, strict
segregation of whites and African Americans, and
dramatically underfunded education (especially for African
Americans). One historian, mincing no words, wrote that
the South was a “…rural, provincial, poor, racist society….”
and North Carolina was “… one of the poorest states in the
union, with its per capita income ranked 45th out of 48
states. Only one-third of the 67,000 miles of roads in the
state were paved, and 66 percent of the state was rural.
Over two-thirds of the farms had no electricity; only one in
eight farms had a telephone.”
When the military draft was introduced in 1940, North
Carolina’s leaders were embarrassed by the fact that the
state had the highest rate of draft rejections in the nation,
with the primary reasons being illiteracy (or simply poor
education) and poor health that included rickets, pellagra,
rotten teeth, and malnutrition.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt saw danger in Axis power’s
aggression and was determined to provide for the national
defense. In 1940, this led to a military buildup around the
nation, especially in North Carolina. Military base
construction became a major industry in the state from 1940
through 1943, providing important economic and social
benefits the state, including Lincoln County. The Great
Depression of the 1930s had created a legacy of high
unemployment and slow economic growth. By the summer
of 1940, though, tens of thousands of North Carolinians had
joined construction companies at Fort Bragg, Camp Davis
near Wilmington, and numerous other sites. In late 1941,
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work began on the large marine corps facilities at
Jacksonville and Havelock, swelling the ranks of the
employed by tens of thousands.
Men working on military construction projects or related
defense work became eligible to be drafted into the military
during 1940. After America entered the war, more and more
workers were called to service and, in many cases, women
replaced the men, working on new military bases or in
defense industries.
In 1942, more than 10 percent of the state’s population,
362,500 men and women, were serving in the armed forces.
Both during the war, and at least until 1975, these veterans
brought significant change to the state and to Lincoln
County.
For rural Lincoln County, the impact of WWII was multifaceted:
1. Construction workers from the county worked on
military projects, for example, at Monroe (Union
County), Greensboro (Guilford County), and
Charlotte (Mecklenburg County). The higher wages
drew many from WPA projects, subsistence farming,
and/or low-paying mill jobs in the county to work in
construction.
2. War time experiences of returning service men
and women following the end of the war enabled
them to significantly change the county’s economic
structure. Even more so than after WWI, farmers
and hourly factory workers looked to greater
opportunities available outside the county, migrating
to Charlotte and other growing urban centers in the
state…a drain on the county that continued well into
the 1980s. Veterans that returned received benefits
from the GI Bill and were able to use some of the
benefits to get an education that would not have
been available to them before the war. New
businesses were started and contributed to the postwar economic boom.
3. Within the county, the textile industry thrived
during the war and for the 20-30 years after the war
as the U.S. exited the depression and entered an
unprecedented economic growth spurt. Salaries and
wages increased and working conditions improved.
4. During the war, farm workers joined the armed
forces and, as a result, farms were often left
shorthanded, causing landowners to shift to crops
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that could be harvested by machine, such as
soybeans, a trend that continues to this day.
5. Women who volunteered for military service
came home to join the legions of women who had
worked in the mills and factories in place of men who
served. This changed the perspective for women in
the workplaces in Lincoln County and throughout
North Carolina and sowed the seeds for the
women’s movements that would follow.
6. President Roosevelt had responded to
complaints about discrimination at home by issuing
an executive order in June 1941, directing that
African Americans be accepted into job-training
programs in defense plants, forbidding discrimination
by defense contractors, and establishing a Fair
Employment Practices Commission.
While the military remained segregated during the
war, the folly of this practice was quickly recognized
and, on 26 July 1948, President Harry S. Truman
ordered that the U.S. military services be fully
integrated (and took numerous other actions to
bypass the threatened filibuster by Southern
Senators in Congress to implement the
recommendations of the Civil Rights Committee
issued in 1947). Thus, the war affected the status
quo of segregation and changes necessitated during
the war and immediately following it sowed the
seeds for the civil rights movements that would
follow.
7. Economic growth in the state in the first ten
years after the War brought great changes to North
Carolina and rural Lincoln County. Roads were
paved and the transportation system expanded,
education was improved by expanded funding for
local schools and the introduction of the community
college system, teachers’ salaries were raised, a
retirement plan for state employees was instituted,
the school calendar was extended to nine months,
and new hospitals were constructed as healthcare
became a priority to address many of the systemic
health problems that had been identified during the
military draft. Telephone and electrical services
expanded to serve rural areas of the state…by 1955,
almost every farm in Lincoln County had electricity
and more than 50% had telephone service. Indoor
plumbing, septic systems, and local health
department rules on drinking water well and septic
systems locations quickly improved sanitation
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conditions on farms.

NOTES:
1. The names Ramsour and Ramseur, common in Lincoln County, are both altered
spellings of the German Ramsauer (or of the variants Ramseyer, Ramseier), a
habitational name for someone from a place named Ramsau. (Dictionary of American
Family Names, 2013, Oxford University Press).
2. Many settlers in Lincoln County of German heritage anglicized their surnames in
order to assimilate. Thus, Zimmerman often became Carpenter, Weber became Weaver,
Kraus became Crouse, Gantzler became Cansler, Kuhn became Coon, etc. (The History
of Lincoln County, North Carolina, Alfred Nixon, 1910).
3. Photos used in this text were generally obtained from public domain online
publications and/or widely circulated online with implied creative common license.
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